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the amazing scientific successes and conquests over nan.r u 
industrialized man made him deceitful, weakened hi Cbythe 
commitment and diminished his estimation of his cultural vf lgl ° Us 
His loyalty shifted to the machine, and his goal centered 0 n ge ' 
and earthly achievements. Turning his back to the past, he loT' 
for novelties and new discoveries. * 0ke<i 


Thus the industrial revolution, which is characterized by mobility 
fast movement and rapid changes, has produced fresh ideas and 
daring philosophies and has led to new modes of behavior. New 
ideologies were welcomed as invigorating signs of progress, and 
old taboos and established values were regarded as old-fashioned 
regression. With greater progress in modern technology in 
advanced societies, women were relieved from much of the 
household toil and frequent childbearing, and thus had greater 
leisure that had to be filled out one way or another. These changes, 
together with higher age expectation and its attending problems, 
awakened women to claim their rights and affected the meaning 
and implications of sex equality. 

These rapid and profound changes have given rise to burning 
questions, leading to the undertaking of useful research projects 
and the appearance of a rich literature written by social scientists 
and specialists in all relevant areas, shedding greater light on 
human nature and promoting greater understanding of the 
individual and society. Yet, equally large but more 
widely-distributed literature had been produced, exploiting human 
weaknesses and low sensual inclinations. Much of this harmful 
type of literature promotes, at least implicitly, unconventional 
practices bordering on promiscuity. 

These two opposed literary trends dealing as they do with the 
three interrelated themes: the feminist liberation movement, the 
so-called sexual rovolution, and the institution of marriage, 
captured my attention since my arrival in America in the mid 
1960’s. I became increasingly concerned, as I was involved in some 
serious human situations. Seeing the voice of truth often drowned 
in the ocean of immodesty and the call for chastity crushed by 
the torrents of immorality, I felt as if some hidden forces were 
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have come nn* • 

statements and produced useful literature explainine thT * 
of their respective churches toward sex, the status of woT* 
marriage and the institution of the family. This material ha! 
helpful, not only as guidelines for members of the church 
also as enlightening sources on crucial issues for the interest!! 
general reader and the student of humanities. Yet, while the views 
of the synagogue and the church over these important issues are 
readily available, those of the Mosque, or rather of Islam the 
sister faith of Judaism and Christianity, are hardly accessible. 
I felt that there was a need to fill this gap. My reluctance at first 
was soon overcome by my feeling that this attempt, if sucessful, 
would be a modest contribution to this great country in 
acknowledgement of its generosity in opening its welcoming arms 
to thousands of my fellow Muslims who have decided to make 
it their home, granting them not only security and a share in its 
prosperity but also full liberty to practice the tenets of their 
religion. 

I was also stimulated, in writing this treatise, by the great events 
which have taken place in recent times under the auspices of the 
United Nations, related to the objective of promoting the cause 
of women’s liberation. The World Organization which is deeply 
committed to the objective of improving the status of women 
throughout the world proclaimed the year 1975, as The 
International Women’s Year. During that year, conferences on 
women’s rights were convened, proclamations were issued, and 
recommendations were made. These events kindled my passion 
and put me to work on this book. 

One quarter of the world population, mainly concentrated in 
developing countries in Asia and Africa, with small minorities 
in European countries and the Americas, adhere to the religion 
of Islam which espouses a permeating legal system whereby the 
faithful are inspired and guided in all situations. In their response 
to the call for reforms in the area of the status of women, under 
the oressure of the UN and the stimulation of new ideas and 
Jim trends the Islamic countries have to react to the dictates 
5r«" student of Islam who has lived for many years 
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INTRODUCTORY notes 
about ISLAM 

Since the views presented in this book are based on ,k 
of Islam, it may not be out of place to Jv! f " the teach mgs 
that religion which, I am happy to note k ^ W ° rds here about 
ear in the West after ages of preiudic fi .“ ow a**®* 311 attentive 
is based upon a firm behei ^ 

them a- • . . oses » Je sus, and many others between 

pZJ M ; m ,'“' 0nS ““"W in the mi „ istry th , 

La™ b ° f M ““' i" «10 a d., when he 
called Th n egan i°/ eCeiVe revelatl0ns enunciated in words, 
T h h^ Uran • ThC revelation °f these holy words was 
completed before his death in 632 A.D. The Quran, believed to 
be the word of Allah, was written first during the lifetime of 
Muhammad on his own order. It was also trusted to memory by 
thousands of his contemporary followers and by succeeding 
generations, and multiple copies of it were produced and 
distributed to help in memorizing the words and in checking on 
the memories. 

Followers of Islam, called Muslims, firmly believe in all the 
past Prophets who preceded Muhammad and it their sacred 
books, especially the Torah, the Psalms and the Holy Gospel of 
Jesus Whom they love deeply and Whose Virgin Mother they 
maintain in highest esteem. They believe that their own Book, 
The Quran, as unfolded and interpreted by the words and practice 
of their Prophet, known as Hadith, or Traditions, contains the 
final teachings of Allah. 

Based upon the Quranic and Hadith injunctions and 
generalizations pertaining to human conduct, at legal spectrum, 
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herents of which steadily increased-now nearly eight hundred 
Dions, centered in Asia and Africa-was capable of promoting 
lealthy and stable social order. Under that order, the barriers 
arating ancient civilizations were demolished. On the 
ightened foundations of Islam, blended with remnants of the 
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on Muslim lands and the severe pressure of imported valu 
the importance of Islamic law diminish along with other unif ^ 
factors. Luckily however, the part of the law known as the^ 
of “personal status”, dealing with marriage, family 6 and 
succession, successfully resisted foreign pressure. And now, ^ 
the restoration of the Muslim political sovereignty, Islamic law 
covering all areas, is gradually gaining firm grounds. 

As stated earlier, the views given in this book are based on the 
law of Islam which is derived from the guidelines found in the 
Quran and the records of the words and practices traced to the 
Prophet Muhammad. In other words, this book is not based on 
the results of interviews of people or laboratory researches, which, 
in our opinion, are fallible and cannot be a reliable source of 
guidelines to human behavior. Moreover, social trends are not 
symptoms of moral ideals, and people’s opinions are based on 
imperfect knowledge and limited experiences. Ideals and infallible 
judgments cam be sought only from the divine guidance deposited 
in the words of Allah who truly knows what is best for all. Nor 
did we resort to evolutionary interpretations or to social forces 
said to have been at work in Arabia at the time of the rise of 
Islam. No such guesses or conjectures are called for, since the 
Quran started a revolutionary process which immediately altered 
the old social order and has been actively and efficiently guiding 
the faithful, especially in the area of family life and related 
matters. The Quran brought about a social order which was 
momentarily accepted and complied with, and which has 
dominated the Muslim world until this day. 
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“All people are equal, as a non-Arab, or 

There is no claim of merit of an Ara 
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Only Allah-fearing people merit a preference with Allan. 
Hadith 2 

The above two texts, a Quranic verse and a well-known hadith 
pronounced by the Prophet Muhammad, convey the principle of 
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Allah said what means : 

“To men there is a share of what parents and kinsmen leav 
likewise to women there is a share of what parents !i 
kinsmen leave; whether the property be small or lare^ 
determinate share. Quran IV,7 8 “ a 

To men there is a right in what they have earned, likewise 
to women there is a right in what they have earned Ouran 
IV,32 * V 

And their Lord answered them : Verily I will never cause 
to be lost the labour of any of you, be you a male or a 
female-the one of you is as the other. QURAN III, 195 

Whosoever of you, be it male or female, does a righteous 
deed, and has faith, We shall assuredly give him (or her) 
a goodly life, and We shall recompense them their wage, 
according to the best of their deeds. QURAN XVI, 97 
And the believing men and the believing women owe loyalty 
to one another, they enjoin noble deeds and forbid dishonor, 
they perform the prayer, and pay the alms, and obey Allah 
and His Messenger. On them will Allah have mercy; Allah 
is All-mighty and All-wise QURAN IX,71 

As to the thief, male or female, cut off their hands, as a 
recompense for what they have earned, and a punishment 
exemplary from Allah. QURAN V, 38 

The fornicatress and the fornicator-scourge each one of them 
a hundred stripes... QURAN XXIV,2 

Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and guard their 
private parts; that will make for greater purity for them ••• 
And tell the believing women to cast down their eyes and 
guard their private parts, and not to reveal their adornment 
save such as is to appear. QURAN XXIV, 30-31 
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from the sight of people out of the shameful tiding he k 
given (pondering) whether he shall spare the life of th hV*** 
in humiliation, or trample her into the dust Ah i F vii • 8 ' rl 
judgment! QURAN XVI, 58-59 ls their 

And kill not your children... QURAN VI, 151 

And behold when the buried female infant shall be asked F 
what sin she was slain? QURAN LXXXI, 8-9 

In the above texts we are reminded of the fact that individuals 
are not born as male or female at random, but Allah Who 
possesses the kingdom of the heavens and the earth is the One 
who determines whether a baby should be a male or a female. 
Believers, as an act of faith, should accept and be contented with 
what they are-male or female. Each has a noble function to 
achieve. They also should be thankful to Allah when they are 
blessed with a baby, be it a boy or a girl. Resentment of having 
a baby girl was a pre-Islamic sentiment, leading to either burying 
it alive or letting it survive to suffer an oppressed status. This 
unjust attitude and associated abominable practices have been 
effectively stopped by Islam. 

(d) Respectful Treatment of Women Emphasized: 

And we have charged man concerning his parents-his mother bore 
him in weakness, and his weaining was in two years! QURAN 
XXXI, 14 

And We have charged man that he be kind to his parents-his 
mother bore him painfully, and she painfully gave birth to him; 
his bearing and his weaning are thirty months... QURAN XLVI, 
15 

And your Lord has decreed that you should worship none but 
Him, and that you should do good to your parents. QURAN 
XVII, 23 

and live with (women) honorably. If you are averse to them, 
it is possible you may be averse to a thing and Allah sets in it 
much good. QUARN IV, 19 

thpn hold fast to them (women) honorably or set them free 
on equitable terms. But do not keep them to injure them, (or) 
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__ nanu. exte nd 

The Prophet, who had four daughters whom he loved 
deeply, treated them kindly and very tenderly. He carried 
around and played with them when they were young. When th 
married, he continued to take great interest in their well beiiT 
From among them, only Fatimah, the youngest, survived her 
father. The loss of her elder sisters under his eyes, one after the 
other, was an agonizing experience for the Prophet. He deeply 
missed Fatimah when she was wed to her husband and moved 
away from him. The Prophet soon rented a nearby house and 
moved the couple in it so that they could be close to him. He 
used to describe his daughter as: “A part of me; who worngs 
her wrongs me and who pleases her pleases me.” 10 He visited 
her frequently; and on his return from journeys he called on her 
first before going home. He often sent for her and her family 
to share a meal with him. Whenever she approached, his eyes 
glowed with joy. He took her in his arms, kissed her warmly and 
offered her his own seat. The Prophet’s granddaughter, Umamah, 
from his eldest daughter, Zainab, was often seen in his arms or 
on his lap. Sometimes she jumped over his shoulders even when 
he was solemnly engaged in prayers. When he was to prostrate 
in prayers he sat her on the floor, but when he rose, she resumed 
her “seat” on his shoulders again! 

This tender pattern of treating young girls became an ideal 
model for Muslims; and it is refreshing to read the following poem 
in which a Muslim woman sang the sweet memory of her young 


age. 

Let me remember 
Let me remember 
A baby or child 
The world was smiles 
I always laughed 


My sweet time 
My young days 
/ was just a toy 
Everything was joy 
/ was always gay 


-- . A cister or brother. He was the only child of his parents, 

whobothdM young. His father died before his birth, and his mother died 

when he was six. i i p 644 

■°lbn Majah, Sunan. vol. I. w ' 


18 


f0 ine w ' i t Heir * ea 

I****'?** 

1 *7^ ****** They “ ll be w j v eS- 

^ ePr ° ph lTbehappier thanhiSt ° s b * fore s he died. Her 
Nomarna6e h C e lived for twenty-five year cher j s hed her 

deathwasa severe tragedy 10 relatives and friends, 

memory. He continued to send ® a)s0 said) “The most 

saying “I love those who love he . pharaoh’s 

perfect women were Mary, mother of Jesus, Asiya, 

wife, and Khadijah. 

His next young, intelligent, beautiful and resourceful wife, 
Aisha, used to suffer from a feeling of bitter jealousy when the 
Prophet praised his former wife. She once said to him, “She was 
so old; and Allah has given you a better one .” 13 When she saw 
how angry he became she never repeated that. But he was also 
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It is perhaps sufficient to quote Omar’s example th 
Caliph, (successor of the Prophet in ruling over the nascl To 0 "* 1 
of Islam). During his reign (634-644 A.D.) Islam enjoyed i ts 
glorious era and witnessed its greatest expansion. HisnameuT 
inspired awe and respect in the hearts of kings and emperors. One" 
a man went to Omar’s home to complain of his wife. Before 
entering, he heard Omar’s wife shouting at him and using harsh 
words, but Omar remained calm. The man was embarassed and 
returned. Omar, noticing a figure going away and thinking that 
the man might have come for an important reason, called him 
back and then asked why he was returning without presenting 
his case. The man explained that he had come to complain of 
his wife, but seeing how patient the Caliph himself was, he was 
embarassed to raise his case! Omar, the just, ascetic ruler, who 
permitted himself only a modest allowance from the state treasury 
and therefore could not afford to hire some domestic help, told 
the complainant : “She serves me. She cooks for me. She manages 
our home. She rears our children. Is it too much to bear up with 
her occasional naggings?” 16 


Summary 

And thus is the status of women under the law of Islam. It 
is a status to which a woman is entitled as a basic right, but o 
which she had been deprived by ages of social and histonca 
prejudices and injustices until it was restored to her by lsia 

E.T»“man I, » * with filial lo»« - 

VC As^a'daughter, she is to be treated with parental love and 

compassion^ ^ ^ tQ be treated with dev oted love, respect and 

consideration. 


Shabalanji. Nur at-Absar. 


‘Atif Press, Cairo, 1963, P.64. 
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CHAPTER II 

SEX DIFFERENCES AND SEX ROLES 

Men and Women are Different but not Unequal : 

A lth ° ugh men and women are equal, they are somewhat 
different. 

In making this statement we do not need to draw on subtle 
scientific findings, but on tangible concrete factors and easily 
observable realities. Nor do we invoke such psychological theories 
as the Freudian claim of a female penile envy on the basis of which 
he suggests that passivity, masochism and narcissism are basic 
female features. We reject all of these conjectures which are based 
on partial clinical observations and are no more than far-fetched 
guesswork, such views perpetuate an unfair doctrine of female 
inferiority. 

To an ordinary observer, men and women share common basic 
biological and mental ingredients which justify and call for their 
legal, moral and economic equality. Yet there are obviously some 
somatic differences between men and women, affecting their 
temperaments, and consequently call in some situations for 
different but reciprocal sex roles. 

Men and women are born with different reproductive systems 
and some different physiological functions, entailing some 
psychological and intellectual differences. Men usually have larger 
bodies, protruding bones, harsher voices and far more hairy faces 
and bodies. Women have softer skin, larger breasts, gentle voices 
and good-looking faces. Men ejaculate and women menstruate. 
Men inseminate and women conceive and lactate. Subtler 
differences have also been found between boys and girls in certain 
soecial abilities and skills. Whether such differences have or do 
h „ ve a genetic basis, girls are found to become more verbal 

n i boys at twelve and thirteen are said to do better 

at eleven, whereas t. V mQre skiuful in patient> minu , e 
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like nature He created his spouse in order that he may enjoy 
comfort in her company. QURAN VII, 189. 

And one of His signs is that He has created for you, from your 
own type, spouses so that you may enjoy comfort in their 
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Religious Exemptions Granted to Women : 

In the area of religious ordinances, a woman is granted certain 
exemptions during her periods of menstruation and of birth 
confinement. During these periods, the obligation of performing 
•he dailv mandatory prayers is lifted as a measure of alleviation, 
not as a manifestation of degradation. If the period falls within 

--. whether women can be ordained does not arise in 

^he controvers . ordination or religious ranks in Islam, 

the Islamic context, as there 


the way in which we have been created merely ■ 

will and Allah’s action; and there is nothing more '**'■ 

deeply inspiring than that which can be derived from k m ° re 
of submission to Allah’s will. This is neither fatti attitUde 
Calvinism, but Allah’s wisdom is far greater than our inteS ** 
Moreover the history of mankind tells us that the d£e n ? 
of men and women were always more conspicuous and m 
emphasized during the splendor of society. In other word?,'! 

recognize their differences is more akin to human progress and 
civilization.’ u 

Sex Differences and Personal Responsibilities : 

The fact that men and women are so different does not mean 
that they cannot undertake common tasks or shoulder similar 
responsibilities. A woman, as an independent responsible agent-a 
reality fully recognized by Islam-is entitled to work, to trade, to 
teach, to preach and fill out jobs for which she is as suitably 
qualified as men 2 . She is also entitled to the fruit of her labor 
and to equal rewards for tasks she carries out in the same way 
as men. Discrimination against women is unjust and is therefore 
forbidden. As a responsible person, a woman is also under the 
obligation to observe the same religious duties as any man. She 
is promised the same rewards for compliance and warned of the 
same punishment on violation, as already observed. 

Yet, sex differences are reflected in certain areas; namely, in 
granting women some religious concessions in certain situations, 
in laying greater emphasis on feminine modesty, and in the most 
crucial question of the pattern of conjugal relationship. 
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should not be taken of the woman’s body and h „ 
not be put on public display. The institutions' of? Sh ° uld 
miniskirts and topless girls are destructive Zl h0t Pants ' 
Nowadays, serious thinkers and concerned citizens are"! 
busy resisting legislation allowing easy abortions a ndT‘ y 
granting marriage licenses to couples of the same sex Y , 
have ourselves to blame! When a section of the moral edit ^ 
allowed to be broken the whole structure weakens and gives in 
easily to pressure. And thus tolerance of an evil leads to other 
evils. First we condone female public exposure; next dating and 
easy mixing; next, pre-marital “games”; next, extra-marital 
relations and open marriages; next, the elevation of open 
homosexuality to an acceptable normal status; and next, uni-sex 
marriages. Where, and when, shall we stop? How can we profess 
to be either Christian or Islamic when we openly disobey and 
disavow our respective scriptures and religious edicts? 3 

The result : Broken laws, blood relations torn apart, deep 
dissatisfaction, a criminal climate, a disquieting sense of insecurity, 
fear and mutual mistrust, wide-spread corruption, irresponsible 
strikes, uncontrolled inflation, more frequent cases of rape, and 
the threat of depression and bankruptcy. 

Woman's Modesty and Female Human Rights'. 

The emphasis laid on the need for a woman to guard her 
modesty and not to reveal her attractions publicly is by no means 
inconsistent with her human rights or with her freedom and power 
over her body. Her decent behavior is the only way which is in 
keeping with her dignity and right of equality. A woman is a sweet 
creature, and can easily be seductive. Her gaze can be seductive, 
so is her voice, her gait, her bosom, her legs and the form of her 
feet and the shape of her ankles. If you leave a sweet thing 
unrnvered you will be inviting swarms of dirty creatures to prey 
upon it and corrupt it. The current wave of rape incidents * 
regions where public exposure of women prevails, as well as tn 

- . „ l__ f hus its cultural and religious roots. It does not 

3 Women’s mo es y claim from an envious sense of shame and the 

deriVC ’ "d'Tre^cover her castra’ted wounds. 
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Will be discussed at length in a later chapter. To 
a nutshell, it may be defined as a flexible patten, ofT * K here '« 
complementary attitudes to be assumed by the coupl eapr ° cal 
leadership of the domestic team is vested in the husbaZ '0? ' he 
leadership of responsibility, not a leadership of superioriT 3 
so prescribed in the interest of the domestic team. Y ' Us 

Equality and Conjugal Responsibilities : 

I strongly believe that the functional complementary pattern 
of conjugal relationship in which the husband is made legally 
responsible for the wellbeing and the cost of living of his wife 
and children is far better and more peacefully workable than an 
arrangement in which the wife has to share in the financial burden 
of the household, now being advocated in some quarters on the 
basis of full equality. This advocated alternative is likely to lead 
to quarrel between the couple. Yet, there is nothing to prevent 
the wife from sharing the financial domestic responsibilities on 
a voluntary, rather them legal, basis. A voluntary contribution, 
rather than a legal obligation, enhances better conjugal relations. 
Furthermore, it is our view that a wife is better off when she feels 
legally free from the financial burden and that she can always 
depend on a responsible, loving, devoted husband. It is more 
congruous with her femininity and gives her a greater sense of 
security. To throw the total legal burden on the husband, on the 
other hand, harmonizes more with his tougher nature and 
enhances his sense of manliness and generous responsibility. 

The sex role differences, or rather, the unequal domestic 
responsibilities, implicit in the pattern of conjugal relationship 
advocated in this work, is by no means inimical to the true concept 
of human or sex equality. As defined earlier, equality means equal 
entitlement to human dignity, to respectful treatment, to fr e <j 
choice and freedom of action. It is equality before Allah and 
before the law. It is equality of religious and moral responsibility- 
Domestic sex roles, on the other hand, have to provide certain 
functional diversities arising from the natural sex differences which 
are not at all inconsistent with that sense of equality. If the male 
better woodcutter, which is an honorable profession, the 
1S man’s child-bearing is an essential and by no means less noble 


n ot imply a sense 0 of duties and function 

^::sr,s..o le ofa.o T , S din* 
on the type of the social unit and its needs, as well as the Status 
of the individual in this unit. When the sex of the individual has 
nothing to do with his status and function in the group, then the 
female and male roles can be similar. A school master and a school 
mistress, for instance, may have the same status and the same 
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CHAPTER III 

MARRIAGE AND SEX EQUALITY 

What is Marriage? 

Marriage is: “A solemn contractual agreement betw* 
e igible male and an eligible female, concluded in the presence 
witnesses, whereb}, they become acknowledged as husband and 
wife . A union, short or long, between two persons of the same 
sex, is not a marriage but an ugly homosexuality. An agreement 
between a number of men and a number of women to live together 
sharing communally their sexual services, is not a marriage but 
immoral and a social promiscuity. A liaison between a 
marriageable couple without a duly-witnessed contract is 
adulterous. 

Marriage alternatives, widely talked about in recent years, and 
becoming features of the so-called “sex revolution”- cohabitation 
contract, open marriage, swinging couples, swapping, and a 
variety of some other unhealthy loose morality-cannot be 
recognized as legitimate life styles. Sex relations through these 
arrangements are unethical and illegal from our point of view. 
They are simply adulterous violations. Marriage implies the 
exclusive right of each mate of the couple to the sexual favors 
of the other; and its contract has to conform with well-defined 
prerequisites, which include a vow made by the marrying couple 
in front of lawful witnesses. 

Thus the marriage contract as conceived of by Muslims is a 
legal commitment sanctioned by Allah and acknowledged by 
society It does not have to be conducted at the hands of a 
“rlerevman”, as Islam does not recognize religious ranks. Yet, 

since the Islamic dtalwlSBB* 

and'a religious commitment which should be respected and should 
endure as far as possible. 
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she gave birth to a child, she sent for all her lovers, and none 
could decline her invitation. When they gathered together she 
adressed them, saying: “You all know what has happened and 
this is the child who belongs to so and so”, naming any one of 
then. The named person could not challenge her claim. He 
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draws attention to the divine wisdom in creatin 
bisexual species, reproduced through Z2 - 

means? ^ ^ but of sex. ££ JJ 

you love and mercy. Verily in this there are si* Jr be ' Ween 
who renect. QURAN XXX ,21 8 f ° r a peo P ,e 

Here mankind is stated to be created as a biocious (bisex„ a .t 
be,ng; reproduced rhrough muring „f genwical ““ 
parties, one to fertilize and the other to conceive. 

Allah could have created mankind as a monocious (monosexual) 
being, reproduced naturally without need for mating or in such 
a way as ro reproduce through mating with a member of another 
species. Yet, Allah has chosen to create man as a biocious being, 
reproduced through mating with members of his own species. The 
Quran states that the purpose of creating man in this biocious 
pattern is to let each mate provide comfort, companionship and 
a feeling of true care and concern for the other. Such comfort, 
companionship and a feeling of mutual care and concern could 
not be afforded in the absence of easy communication. Between 
two communicating members of humanity, there can be reactions 
and interactions and cooperation and mutual understanding. 
These actions, reactions and interactions lead to fulfillment of 
the mental and psychological needs of the mating couples. And 
when they are committed believers, they realize that their love 
of each other is derived from their commitment and loyalty to 
Allah. Each sees in serving the other a service to Allah and 
obedience to Him. Their mutual love is therefore more durable 
and heavenly. Even in their act of love they feel a deeper and 
more enduring joy, resembling their anticipated delight in Paradise 
when they are closer to their Creator. 

r>n the other hand, marriage is essential for one’s personal 
th i ^mnlies with the divine scheme of the universe, 
fulfillment, t c t j ny but meaningful part with a 

Of which the individual is a ^/ fulfilling his mission, he fulfills 
cionificant mission to achieve. By_* 
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psychological, mental and spiritual faculties not given to the othe 
creatures. In fact, the human features are endowed, first, in order 
that man may achieve the purpose of the whole creation : namely, 
toserve Allah and fulfill His Will. The complex makeup of man 
makes him yearn for the pleasure of his Creator, and makes him 
also capable of doing whatever may bring him closer to this end 
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Marriage Versus Celibacy : 

person to reirodndngle^’ven whe^th^ 3 marriageable 
concentrate on prayers and on «• ", the lntentI0n is to be free to 
“monastic” attitude has no , Imi . ar re hgious ordinances. The 
Prophet.* Once “ *** * <* 

their intention to fast every day tl « ° m P anions talking of 

night long, and Keep away from the “ P W ° rShiP ““ ‘ he 
critiriyeH that H 7 tr ° m the c °mpany of women. He 

criticized that attitude and urged moderation, adding: 

2 JTTS ^ I 0 " 16 d3yS and d ° nt>t fast some other days. I sleep 
P . l ° f 4 h ®, n , lght ’ and Stay up (in worship) the other part of the 
night. And I enjoy women through marriage .” 7 

Amr, a renowned Muslim general, conveyed to the Prophet 
a complaint from his daughter-in-law against his own son, 
Abdallah. The latter had abandoned his wife at night and did 
not share her meals during the daytime. Throughout the night 
time young Abdallah was engaged in prayers and Quranic 
recitation, and during the daytime he was always fasting. The 

> ne Ouran. XXXI, 18/19; XV1I.37 and VII, 31/32. 

*Th e Quran. LXII, 37-43: IX, 6-13; IV, 86 and XXIV, 27-29. 

'The Quran. IX, 105; VII, 85; and XVI, 4-18. 

‘Muslim. Sahih. vol. I. P- 584. Cf. Ibn Majah, Sunan. vol. I, P. 593. 

7 Abu Abd al-Rahman, Ahmad Ibn Shu, aib. better known as ai-Nasa’i, 
Sunan. Misriyya Press, Cairo 1930, vol. VI . P- 60. 
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Men a „d women are urged to get mame ear y, 
poverty should not be a discourag.ng factor. The Quran 
that Allah shall provide for them from His unbounded favors. 
(QURAN XXIV, 32) 

Marriage, admittedly, may have disadvantages. It is a burden 
and added responsibilities; and when it is unsuccessful, it is a hell. 

Vet, there is no rose without some thorns. Its merits far exceed 
«. And a careful search for a compatible spouse should make 

After all, our 
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or jail. Every happiness poll 1 have ev 
men a " ,h ' 'o, in 

Apart from the above factors I h 
support an attitude in life that would in' ^ U Enable to 
e interests of humanity. To discourage "' VerSallzed - e ndan ger 
widespread celibacy as an alternative 7Z T ? 86 and 
would threaten the well-being of the h Vk ’ ' f * he Cal1 is he «led 
life is the pursuit of happiness, both on ea^anlr' If ° Ur aim 0{ 
marriage is certainly a means that andthe Hereafter, 
companionship and also is a relitHn Pr0vides delightful 
Lora ana ™L us - 

Marriage and Personal Freedom: 

0n Sexual misc °nduct in recent years has 
, , ° f mCreas,ng Permissiveness, to undue disregard 

to traditional moral values and to widespread pornography. 

ertain forces exploited the circumstances to their own 
advantages, playing on the lower instincts of man. Revolt against 
the traditional heritage has been.manifested in recent years in 
anarchic lifestyles and severe attacks on marriage, which has been 
accused of being the woman’s prison and the millstone around 
man’s neck. 

Absurd “arrangements” are forged as substitutes to the 
wholesome traditional marriage in which a man and woman live 
together in bliss, happiness and chastity. They talk of such things 
as open marriage and swinging couples. Literature suggestive of 
sinister immorality with no respect for conjugal relations or moral 
virtues is produced in abundance. One feels as if man in his quest 
for orgasm and excitement, descents to the indignity of a lower 
animal-and even worse. Satisfaction of the sexual urge is legitimate 
and important; but it should not unreasonably occupy too much 


"Ann Lander’s Column, 77 w Washington post. June 17, 1975. The fad lhai 

. have fewer suicides and psychological disorders than marrie 
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inconsistent wi un f u |fj|l e d anticipations, infidelity and shallow or no religious 



commitment. 


hieved ful1 

0.r f»" ,a ' he »an. *** 
,*> «« tn "T -fall"“ of a Freud. or 
of linl hat area without a 11 hl „g of « jer 
>"‘ y did not need the P ^ nUC h hapP 

local when they want, to sleep when they want, i 
lhe y want and to write when they feel a desire to do 
so unrestrained by the chains of marriage. An authoress curried 
herthoughts with the tales of her exploitation of the male friends 
who, one after another, fell into her arms and then she cast them 
o*er when she had gotten all she wanted to get out of them' 
Another emphasizes her point in these words' 
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h ”le birds, and wish I were oneTth^^C 
expanse of space, crossing rivers suT’ ^ at W >U in7 
moving from orchard to orchard X mg m °“ntai„ T* 
-d returning at dusk 

I used to sit and touch and smell , h 7 " 
beautiful flowers, and gently wi De the h 8r ? n grass and tht 
from their tiny leaves, wishing 1 were mvself7 
of grass, left alone to grow so freshlv in 3 f * ° r a piect 

the fear of his painful displeasure whenever 1 committed an^or'. 

I used to look up and watch these little birds and tenderly touch 
the flowers and the grass, lamenting my hard fortune, recalling 
the heavy steps I had to walk early in the morning every weekday 
to the Quranic school, repeating the prescribed portions of the 
text I had to learn at home to recite from memory unto my 
teacher, without an error, i remembered the scars which 1 
sustained from my teacher’s cane, and the protest of my loving 
mother but to the pleasure of my father who saw them as blessings 
and a good omen of my future success. He had vowed to assign 
his first-born son to the pursuit of religious learning. 1" 
preparation for admission, 1 had to learn, in the hard way, ^ 
our Holy Book by heart, scared in the oppressive climate of the 
Quranic school, and escaping in daydreams and fantasies. 

Once, while my mind was innocently floating over the* 
fantasies, envying these birds and the freely-dancing flowers an 
leaves, the flow of my thoughts was interrupted by a sudden noi^ 
of the frightened birds Hying away, and a thud on the g r0U ^ 
under a tree. 1 turned, and saw a fierce-loo king boy running 1 
nick up a poor little bird which he had shot with a stone, a ■ 

U a Hrrmned with a bleeding wing! 1 felt a stab piercing my be 
Ha uw7n,o flutter; and a burning fire in my eyes which started 
which beg s n , su ffering the painful thoughts broodin? 

,o flow With .tears. » little bird. 1 was further dismayed 

over the misfortune o crushing the flowers under her large* 

by the sound ot a ou 
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were living in a world of dreams from which they would one da 
be awakened to the realities of their lonesome life. Marriafi 
affords a committed companionship which provides, whe 
successful, infinite sensations of shared happiness that cannot b 
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Puritanism; loose conduct is portrayed a 
freedom and progress; and love-making between? feS ‘ ati ° n of 
consenting couples is no longer blameworthy Ye '*>ut 
under compulsion, if she ventures to report it' ha, m ° f ra ^ 
injuries in her struggle against the aggressm in order^ ^ 
that she was compelled! In the confusion, her 
occasionally misinterpreted as consent, and use of decen ivl? ' S 
to lute her to surrender i, no, deemed 
coercion 13 . casure of 


under such circumstances, countless numbers of sexual criminals 
are set at large, while their victims are left to suffer all the severe 
consequences. So long as they are not restrained by conscience 
or the fear of the Loard, and can escape the attention of the court 
or get out of it easily, they are even encouraged to continue their 
criminal pursuit and violence against society. 

Provocative literature is produced in abundance nowadays in 
the form of fiction and non-fiction. Some caters to singles, some 
to male homosexuals, some to lesbians. Some speaks of the sensual 
man, some of the sensual woman, and another of the sensual 
couple. Noble restraint is painted as a reactionary conduct based 
on traditional illusions, and perversions are said to be the cutting 
edge of a desirable social transformation based upon the 
“revolutionary” assumption that sexuality need not be subjugated 
to the demands of procreation, and that people are created with 
a variety of impulses which should be allowed to be cultivated 
rather than suppressed! 

Moral restraint is not an encroachment on human freedom, 
but a reasonable sacrifice for the sake of human dignity an 1 
the interest of society and for the pleasure of Allah. The purp 
of human activities is both to benefit the individual aI \ 
contribute to the social order. Neither the need of the individual 
that 0 f society should be so stretched as to adversely a 
^ .Itimate^urpose of the other. Islam promotes the communal 
the 8 *. ahove all - yet it respects the individual’s needs, sentime 

t Sis forTmoderate compromise, involvmg 

and emotions- 

sensible sacrifices. 

>ij 1 ~me Magazine. May 12, 1975, P. 55. 
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them. In matriiocal societies the girl remained with her clan a 
her groom joined her. Therefore, the kinsfolk of a person were 
interested in his or her spouse who was going to live closely with 
them. Moreover, tribesmen were deeply concerned about the 
Jiidten who would come out of the wedlock of their members 
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greater 


uiuusiriaiization, urbani?^; 
mobility of population, new styles have ^ . 

soaety. The individual, boy or girl i s m m ° de m 

“independence” or “freedom”. Thus, the boyand° 8ained 

now freely choose their spouses independently from the" ** 
no matter how the parents might feel about The ch?^’ 
freedom, in addition, must entail experimentation and triT'JT 
m turn require free mixing between the sexes, dating " 
premarital activities. g ’ anc * 

The choice of a spouse, we believe, should be based upon 
personal virtues of enduring values, and should be the common 
concern of the young person who is to get married and his or 
her parents whenever their wisdom and experience may be helpful. 
The consent of the marrying child, however, should be the 
determining factor, although the decision should be deliberated 
and approved by the family. We hardly need to emphasize the 
advantages of this arrangement, in terms of the durability and 
success of marriage. This can be easily corroborated by recent 
statistical data. 14 The acceptance of a parental share in making 
the selection for the child in this most important area is in line 
with the filial duties strongly recommended in Islam. The family’s 
role should depend on the context and the conditions of the 
prevailing social order. 

Legally speaking, however, the consent and wishes of the 
marrying person, boy or girl, is of primary importance. Neither 
should be married to a person against his or her wishes. A question 


only arises in the case of a girl marrying for the first time, 


who 


14 A report published in The Evening Star and Daily News (Washing 10 • 
DC, November 15, 1972), under the title “Arranged Marriages Likely Few 
Divorces*’, states: “Studies by the Japanese Government indicate t ^ 
‘arranged ’ marriages are likely to result in fewer divorces than * 
^-rriaees’ ”. The same report states that arranged marriages “account 
petimated 95 percent of marriages in India, about half of those 
T n South Korea, well over half in Malaysia and three-quart 

J ap an among the overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia”. The sarn 
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to his daughter. Under no circumstances should a guardian compel 
a girl to marry someone against her choice. In the contract of 
marriage, it is recommended that the bride takes the initiative 
by offering herself in marriage, which the groom responds by 
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And a wise author says: 

A desirous woman with wide bright eyes, flowing beautiful 
air, a smooth bright skin, who is of good conduct and who 
oves her husband and is devoted to him, is indeed one of 
the maidens of Paradise.” 18 

Romance and Spouse Selection : 

The so-called romantic love has become the major factor in 
making the choice of spouses these days in the West. The couple 
is first acquainted; then they date; the relationship blooms and 
grows steadily in warmth; then experimentation is made with no 
restriction, involving necking, foreplay and even love-making- 


16 A1-Bukhari, Sahih, vol. Ill, p. 150. Cf. Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol. I, P- 
,7 Abu Hamid Al-Ghazzali, Ihya’ ‘Ulum al-Din, Halabi Press, Cairo 1958, vol 
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the need to change the moral values ' ’ - ■ 
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disastrous; and you mav reaii,» ■. 

after the wedding, and the discovery 0 "^* 1 ? the fames sub S(1 
hasty choice. y ^ harsh realities ah Slde 

Romantic love is an emotional attachm * 

sexual attraction, intensified by physical ^ resultin 8 from 
for closeness is intensified by continued sepamion n '. Thel0n8in8 
to imaginary exaggeration and affixation nT? Iendin 8 itself 
beloved-blinded to the shortenings7t h i T**'^^ 
reali zation of which can easily extinguish^he wU £ the 
The passionate urge seeks fulfillment through closeness bv tT' 
the physical senses on the exaggerated virtues of the bS 
especially by close touching, culminating in copulation. ’ 

I do not, however, believe in a romantic Platonic love detached 
from erotic passions. When the passions are fulfilled repeatedly 
through easy access of the beloved, the element of exaggeration 
and imagination is lost and only harsh realities remain, which, 
as often happens, are below expectations. Now warmth becomes 
coolness, and passion turns into boredom-even rejection and 
hatred. 21 Romance should not blind a spouse-seeker to other 
important qualities which in married life would foster infatuation 
and increasingly build up durable love and true mutual concern. 

Responsible thinkers, alarmed by the disturbing rate of divorce, 
seriously threatening the stability of the family, trace the roots 
of this phenomenon to the disparity between marriage expectations 
and concealed realities among Western couples. While marriage 
expectation in the East is low, they say, the Western coup e s 
expectation is complex and elaborate. The Eastern husband, t ey 
say, looks for sex and sons, and his wife seeks security ^ 
sustenance; but the romantic concept of marriage in the West 
pictured it as the panacea for all life’s ills and an idyllic state m 


2«nr Gerald Albert, a leading professor of psychology and author^ 
^ r ' . kvpnine” has concluded after a 40-year period of mar 

“ cho osing an love was being highly overrated, and that the attitu 

counselling tn ftant bas produced disaster for at least one marriage in « 
that it is all impor „ marr i a ges to be unsatisfactory”, 

and it has caused half °i 
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■ ht «itl> dra 

, n d *on lon 00 ples d° 

S^" a 5 K *tdS men,of * h, ' , ” s d h V kea mission- the 
Marria f a 'nd Which brings the 

•^SS******! outside wedlock. 

These joyful experiences bring JP jnfatuation . Before they 

in the occupation of rearing children 
ill they see a refreshing replacement of the declining older 

generation. And thus marriage is a status which is sought not only 
for personal interests but as a social obligation, which inspires 
a sense of perpetuity. Within it the individual feels a bond with 
the past and continuity in the future. 
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contract. On the contrary, she always remains an independ 
responsible agent like her husband, although both are committed 
to each other in terms of mutual loyalty and exclusive sexual fav 0R 
and intimate mutual concern for their common welfare and the 
welfare of their children. Marriage enhances their maturity, 
confirms their responsibility, gives them a greater sense of security 
and provides both with committed, faithful and enduring 
companionship. 
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M For Adjustment: 

An individual has as many statuses as the number of the groups 
towhichhe belongs. Some of these are inherited, like his position 

S2 oft’ and S ° me are acquired ’ like his status 
and harmonize betweerrthe f T ^ PerS ° n ’ S abilit y to 
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status is the individual’s 

1,ke that of a husband, fathe' 0 " ? nd role » ‘he do 
external status of a person • F ’ Wlfe ’ mother 0r ch?H St ' C H 
the family unit. Our interest'h th<Motal of his posfo* <,nd the 
of a husband who may also h* * he internal status S ° Utside 

who may also be a mother A C 3 f3ther ’ and in ‘hat of'"‘ ha ' 
disregard his position in theVl^h ^ 0 rCmains ^gle V'" 
status only; whereas a marriedll !* ^ en W an exte 


wife 
if we 
eternal 


status only; whereas a married ne rth ’ enjoy! - 
internal and an external status When the “* ' nV ° 1Ved bo,h in an 
statuses overlap as such, a 

involving greater sacrifices must be nrade^oTtlf a< [ JUStment 

between the external and the i^%i^^ a X^J 

blbcrthT’d" 1 ^ enUl1 mak ‘ ng enormous sacrifices by either or 
by both and may impose a minor or drastic modification of their 

external roles. As much as these sacrifices made in the external 
role of members of non-domestic groups for the bake of the 
group s success do not conflct with the concept of universal 
human rights or the concept of human equality, sacrifices made 
for the sake of domestic harmony and survival should be regarded 
in the same way. 

Domestic Roles , Possible Alternatives : 

Now the question arises as to what pattern of domestic 
relationship, Islam, as a social legal system, has set up in order 
to promote the harmony and success of the domestic unit? To 
put it differently, in what way has Islam sought to harmonize 
the combined external status and internal role of the husband an 
those of the wife in a domestic unit in order to ensure its smoot 
and efficient operation? Before coming to the answer of th is 
question, let us consider some important observations in this 

C °The nuDtial relationship under which the male status is called 
. u ~a" and the female status, “wife”, can assume one fo 
“husba » arrangements. One possible arrangement is 

four possi t without a team leader, so that the 

to let the domestic unu 
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tTe'mpml relationship is to 
Mta "TZto 1the wife over the domestic 

sssrffl * *«•« r be 

congruous with the work of nature. To make the gentle woman 
who is to be loved and adored the source of authority which exudes 
awe and instills fear and to require her to struggle for her living 
and for the living of her male partner would be unjust. The 
dependent male would renege and be relegated from his virile 
nature to that of weak, meek creature v; 0 ij' 

*i f e, he would have no legitimate outlet f * v ° 30 aggressive 
aggressiveness or he might seek unhealrh ^ ^ Cg0 3nd inn ate 
f au,ts on society. On the nth u hy outle ts in drugs and 
dependable power rn c ” her hand . the fem^i • ^ 
ofi ^urit y and PPOrther femininity m - ! C ’ Wlth n <> 

-•■i; *»> ' moth 'Vs broth ' ,dren h a 
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leadership andUs^ 

is occasionally burdened wUh SP ° nSibilities d ° mesi * 
° f the month ly menstrual 
7716 Workable Pattern : 

The remaining alternative which • 
trad^V * ^ d ° mestic authority i n ^* h ® hSftorical patten, h 
traditional pattern which has worked ^ This is >he 

Under this arrangement, the husband’s S ^ Cemuri «’ 
and protecting his children, a role that " 7 epmg hi * wife 
Physiological and anthropological realise, Ca " J SUStained by 
man’s ego and innate aggressiveness ’ pr ° vides an outl « for 
The woman’s role nf ^ Physical and sexual. 

agrees and conforms with^er eentl 00111 ^ 1 " 8 ’ °" the other hand ' 
a deeD sense n f cp • g nt e nature and provides her with 

pattern of 1 .. “ nty under the win g of her husband. This 
P “ °f relatlo nship should be regarded as a flexible legal 

ewor wit in which couples should adjust their special needs 
according to the circumstances. 

Under this flexible pattern in which the authority over the 
domestic unit is vested in the husband, he and his wife share 
responsibilities within the household, such as the obligation to 
maintain peace and provide a loving climate. Yet the husband 
has to be the protective shield and the breadwinner of the family- 
This pattern of domestic relationship in which the husband plays 
the role of responsible authority, which should not be abused or 
exploited against the wife, has been the traditional pattern and 
the legal form under the law of Islam. 

In the past, women hardly had external status. The female s 
early training was exclusively oriented towards her status as an 
efficient, loyal and devoted housewife. She did not suffer fronj 
, of and conflicts between an external and interna 

a* «>■"« >■>)■« ■» "Vi"* **»"» 

h° "band Until their wedding, she had no experience with other 
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^mntat «*<• * Mr ca n a woman 

^" cehas . fee , that only in P“ rsu) " g , he w0 man from 

and this has badly reflected on 
>" the traditional pattern have 
toneopmloquestion, it is now argued that a woman has to 
decide and choose either to pursue a career or be a housewife 
and mother. With the growing emphasis on sex equality, sone 
even think that this choice has to be made by the male, whether 
ke should be a career man and remain single or a family man 
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mother should prefer* ki 

child during his formative Sf h ° me t0 tak ecare 0 f h " 
on his own, a part time ■ , Cla ‘ years - When he can B ^ nfan ' 

off to school and welcome h' permits her to see k° SCh ° o1 
«“« a f„| time jo e b ‘ COm ' h ™ <** on his r., urn '; * 

Features of,he Keco^ef Pattern: 

Let us now discuss more fullv the 

relationship, as recommended in Islam TheftT*" ° f C ° njugal 

features: ,Slam - The following are its main 

P«2 ; UPle 1,1 the ^ - — * a Permanen, 

That the couple, and their children, if any, form a human learn; 

of h !nn h erie US f band ^ ^ ° f the team = ** «* not implicit 

of supenonty or inferiority of either spouse; 

That the wife is the lieutenant and gentle executive of the team 
leader; 

That love and mutual care and true commitment are the 
over-riding elements in the relationship; 

That each spouse should recognize and appreciate the sensual 
and psychological needs of the other, and should always endeavor 
to satisfy those needs, identiying them as his or her own; 

That as an aspect of his leadership, the husband is responsible 
for the protection, the well-being and full maintenance of his wife, 

That as a reciprocal duty, the wife has to have regard for the 
wishes and firm decisions taken by her husband in the interest 
of the domestic team; 

That as a manifestation of his responsibilities and of his love and 
concern for his wife, the husband is to treat her with esteem, 
kindness, sympathy, generosity, patience, forgiveness an 

understanding, 

Tha , a W ife should not be denied a chance to share in forming 
1 na of the household and in making important decision 

the po i family; and 
affecting the tamuy, 


^ ,, he well- beingf 

averse 10 tlw m ’ 

QURAN H, 231- 

No matter how you may try or endeavor, you cannot do full 
justice to women. However, be not too unfair to a wife separating 
from her with no determined decision. But if you come to a 
friendly understanding and practice self-restraint, Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful. QURAN IV, 129 
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T he best of you u L 

(Hadith)’ " h » •«»* his „o ma „ , 
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7rad.se is the reward of 


Way, 
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(Hadith) 1 

deatlT."^H*^{th^ Ward ° f 3 Who ^ases her husband 

The gates of Paradise will a 
Who Observes the mandatory pr^sandT 7'°°^ the Woma " 
Of Ramadan and preserves her hon the fastlng of the month 
(Hadith) 6 hCr honor and obeys her husband 

tZTZztm™ t0 hCr L ° rd ’ (AHah) ’ Whe " ShC is **her 

inrr- W r en iS the 0ne Wh0 ’ When her husband looks 
an . . h T hlm: WhCn he beckons ,0 her she ob^ him; 

and when he is away from her she continues to have regard for 
him, protecting his wealth and preserving her honor. (Hadith) 8 

Reciprocity and Equity : 

The husband-wife relationship is thus a reciprocal complementary 
pattern in which the spouses are equal in dignity and in due respect 
while their roles and mutual obligations are not necessarily 
identical. Their roles are best conceived of as attitudes and 
responsibilities, rather than specific work or activities. Once each 
party assumes her or his right attitude, it is immaterial what type 
of work or service each undertakes. The spirit of cooperation and 
sacrifice by each for the sake of the other should always prevail. 
It does not matter then which of them should wash the dishes 
or make the bed. In case of disagreement, resort may be made 
to the prevailing customs unless they should entail injustice to 

either pa rty. _ 

3 Ibid, P- 636. 

Ubid. P- 595. 

5 ,,. . Al-Nasa’i, Sunan. VI, 11- 

5 Ibid. C f. Al • Sa , afiyya press, 1351 A. H. P. 315. 

6 Ibn Hibban, Za^a . ^ yJ p 2 97 and 301. Cf Dailami, Musnad. 

'- 3 * 5 6 7 Ahmad Ibn Han a ’ 597 cf. Nasa’i, Sunan, VI, P.68. 

w.;oh Sunan. vol. 1. r - 
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‘"S^'e^op^ireconceprs. They are s imi Jar 
and dissimilar. They have common elements and have different 
components. They meet and part company. Therefore, husband 
and wife can share the same type of work. Either or both may 
coot, wash dishes, vacuum the floor, mend clothes or undertake 
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depending 0n t U h tS the home are in ZelT" women’s 
not only proJlw e SPCCial c °mext 0 f tl u mnd - service, 
relieves the In ^ 30 addit ional income Ch lnd,v,dual case, does 
°f household house wife f rom bo h ^ househo,d ' but also 
Ion* hon 1 gadgets ’ she eniovT l ° m With the invention 

higher ljf S ^ ^ disposa '- Delayed ° ,e,SUre time with many 
k. e ex Pectancy f or f y marriages nowadays and 

Mor^ver, with the universal J em eS afe additiona ' factors. 

um ers of qualified women . Ucat,on of girls and the increasing 
ignore the potentialities of th’- t . Wou,d be a lamentable waste to 
also be an unfair limitation im ,S Ug ° human resource. It would 
to deprive her of the opportun^ 0 ^ on the h'berty of the woman 
so long as her external services d ^ eXercise her special abilities, 
or lead to abusing her dignity Th 001 UpSet the home decorum 
against a woman engaged in an external’ WC See n0 objeCti ° n 
is respected and she is not unduly e *no S ° ,ong as her dignl ' y 
husband’s consent is essential. P d ‘ Ifshe is married ’ her 
Permission so granted to women to u,^i. 
however, should not be regarded as a denom • ° uts,de the home ’ 
or a blessed manifestation of modern value " ° f ^ 
past used to engage themselves in gainful wo^^Proph^ 
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’SZZfhymm brings them forth our of the 
£ZJ. Mr.»otwtttl job for o woman wh o can 
jfford it is in our view an honorable and fruitful contribution, 
p a housewife who cannot get an outside job owing to her heavy 
domestic responsibilities should not feel her contribution to be 
ollom honor or less fulfilling. In fact, nothing is more noble 
or honorable than being a loving mother and a successful 
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TH ‘ * 

POSITION W “ AN ’ S 

Structure and Function: 

The ’’family” ic 

united by the strong bond of ml UnU ’ the members of which are 
is marriage; and the resulting or blood - The starting poim 
its simple form, of the husband UnU ’ a fami,y> c °nsists, in 
and their unmarried children Tt ^ lfeortbehusband and wife 
generations. ^ ^ us re P resent s one or two 

01 1o« o, with «, m*M 

the ehitH rCn 1S known as the sim Ple or “nuclear” family. If 
• . Fen ^ et married and remain with their parents, bringing 

eir wives with them in the case of “patrilocal” societies, or 
t eir husbands in the case of “matrilocal” societies, the social 
unit is then known as a “joint” or “extended” family. Consisting 
of a married couple, their children and their grandchildren, the 
extended family represents three generations. If the couple or one 
of them survives and sees the children of their grandchildren, the 
family then represents four generations. 

In the early past, the “extended” family pattern was the only 
form which would then work. In fact, the family unit was often 
extended further so as to include all members of the blood group 
who traced their roots to an ancestor, a real or fictitious ancestor, 
forming a large human unit anthropologically known as a lin&8 e 
or clan. They lived in a large compound, consisting of J 01 
families, adjacent to each other and cooperating in their Q ueS 

^Jul'ilroe family unit was then self-contained and selfsufficient- 

T he iarge larm > ^ fing> agricultura]> fishjng or mixed 

Whether i P un j t produced the raw material needed for 

economy, the social 
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ImL. Tie individual became less 
provided a finer way was more room for 

pursuit of individual ambitions, irrespective of the ancestral 
interests, was legitimatized. This trend allowed a great deal of 
manoeuverability and enterprise, although women’s importance 
as pan of the productive labor force became less This fact 
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when the individual » . ^ ^ more 
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hich seeks to fulfill itself. A sense of responsibility 
‘S'Zl to others is deeply buried in his soul, although 
fcadtoitttt of youth and its physical vigor may occasionally 
0him to this reality. This “altruistic” sense can fulfill itself 
through service to others, and one of the best measures of doing 
soistoseek to make a contribution to humanity and its survival 
through the reproductive, educative and socializing functions of 

the family. 
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whom a member depends m«, k 
attention. The ambition of the faui° 0 bu$y t0 pr °videth e 
The mother, with no eom^^n^T^ 
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her potentiality. The spiritual values which 
the conjugal relationship are absent. The goal is ori! andennoklt 
and the pursuit of the pleasure here and now. Ct? 
no interest in ancestry or in its legitimacy. Artificial inseminate 
is easily resorted to. Extra-marital activities for diversion a« 
tolerated. Children experience no more the control which w 1st 

exercised by the presence of members of the extended family, and 
religion is no longer a restraining force. Loose conduct for 
unbounded sensual satisfaction is rolerated by a neighbourhood 
uninterested in what others may do. Children have no concept 
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some writers to propose a type of “family” not based on blood 
oi marriage relationship, such as baby farms in which babies could 
betaken care of by trained sympathetic nurses. Some suggest that 
rtbaby farms or nurseries should be of small size so that the 
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a climate in which the natural traditional parenthood dominates. 
The “social” substitute, resorted to in the case of the absence 
: natural agent seeks to emulate the traditional norms and 
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not opposed, however, to the creation of nurseries that would 
take partial care of legitimate children when needed, so long as 
the real parents dominate in nurturing their child and so long as 
the child enjoys enough hugs from the warm breast of his mother 
and the loving arms of his father. 


The increasing number of non-family households in recent years 
occupied by single persons or by unmarried couples or communes 
does not agitate against the institution of the family. This 
phenomenon only reflects the current permissive attitude, the loss 
of spiritual motivation and the weakness of the kinship ties. 1 
strongly feel that this permissive attitude and the related practices 
constitute a transitory phase which will eventually lead, after 
universal awareness of its futility and damaging effect, to a swing 
back to the traditional values and to a healthy family pattern. 
People are already tired of the outrageous practices and are 
yearning for the revival of the precious traditional setup. 


The major factors leading to family instablility and the rising 
rate of divorce can be summarized in the following elements. Our 
current individualistic spirit which rates personal interests and 
pleasure over other considerations leads to conflicts and injurious 
misunderstandings, as personal interests and motivation do not 
often agree. Permissiveness and easy mixing between the sexes 
alienates one spouse from the other and provokes jealousies and 
deep bitterness. The national affluence and the availability o 
gainful jobs has broken the feeling of interdependence between 
the members of the household, which in the past played an 
effective role in sustaining domestic solidarity. Disregard of t e 
enduring considerations in making one’s choice of a mate, an ^ 
the total independence of the young marrying couple* 
benefiting from the wisdom and experience of their parents ^ 
making the selection, are additional factors. A couple broU f g tef 
together merely by a blind love are likely to discover soon a 
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uwellastoo much affection are harmful. Loyalty to machine 


wreo on me iew memocrs ui me Minpic lauiuy uim. rvcjccLiuii 

tsrias too much affection are harmful. Loyalty to machine 
and faith in science and technology have weakened the religious 
‘ aid given way to irresponsible liberty which has I pH tr, 
*l««blenew “life styles” c„ rh *e « d t0 

^increases in the number „mi• gr0Up marriages ,” and 

^'therefore that the rLllion e 7r ate !t was not 

: ; il 0 "®ovement-both 0 f the youth and women’s 

,o 

1 the so-called 


'^ftr^'able 3 '' T inherent in hu m 

o e r f ^ de cad f e C s h0n8e Which we hive K y ** 

S ,a,s °-Obe 

C ren ^. Uage the 


\% W!,u e arli er .. 

Xhi '*®Uy: th "eth, 




c,| mate 


The 


in 


social 


w hich 


the 


na turaJ i 


su bstitute £ 

«0 outhZ™* 1 *Wm se ek s T 0ned '« h,?****«.■ 

not oZ em °tio„s 10 e *nulai e 1 he 

and 

Th “^in e ° sfa,ha - mbrtaa «»»i* 

strongly feel , h , ? ° n and ‘he weaknec n,s * Ivea ««ude, theloss 

constftutea 2? ^ ^sive JSS1° ^ ki " ship fe 1 
universal a ansitory ph ase W hj c h „, n d the re,ated practices 

back fn lh W3reneSS of its futility and d eVe " tUa]iy ,ead - af,er 
p Ck to the traditional values a na mag,ng effect . to a swing 

eople are already tired of th t0 3 hea,thy family pattern, 
yearning for the revival , ° Utrageous Practices and are 
Thp m . „ ° f the preci °us traditional setup. 

rhe major factors leading ro fo •. • 

rate of divorce can be Sllm " fam,,y ln stablihty and the rising 

current individualS'SS"^°» 

pleasure over other consideration! f * tes personaJ interestsand 
micnnHprcfQn/T ^considerations leads to conflicts and injurious 

often a p aS persona] lnt erests and motivation do not 
often agree. Permissiveness and easy mixing between the sexes 
alienates one spouse from the other and provokes jealousies and 
deep bitterness. The national affluence and the availability of 
gainful jobs has broken the feeling of interdependence between 
the members of the household, which in the past played an 
effective role in sustaining domestic solidarity. Disregard of the 
enduring considerations in making one’s choice of a mate, and 
the total independence of the young marrying couple, not 
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inattentiveness or indifferent . engagemei » should not lead to 
are e Qually responsible for ' C - ’ ° ne toward the other. Spouses 
UP in a good responsible wITh thechi,dren and bringing them 
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mother s role in exuding charm, a delightful loving air, 
close and warm gentle care, on the other hand, complements the 
husband s role as the loving attentive firm shield , the main 
wellspring of provision of the domestic needs and protection from 
the external world, and the everpresent image of discipline, hard 
work and self-control. 

The principle of mutual consultation between spouses can be 
illustrated from historical noble examples. Records show that the 
Prophet himself consulted his spouse over important problems, 
and was to a great extent dependent upon this affection and 
intellectual support of his wife. We may recall the fears and doubts 
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^iTtfietUn later years, the wise counsel and companionship 
* S , m ' ves W ere a tremendous source of strength to the 
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p r0 phet in tackling his great responsibilities. 

As put of the scheme of the internal domestic relations as 
prescribed by Allah, which is dearly designed to ensure harmony 
nil promote mutual love and devotion so that the basic social 
■Afami'ly-thepillar on which the nation and its survival rest 
Wd functJ °n properly and efficienth ^ feSt ’ 
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w ho are in school. h Y e marrie d and to depend^ ‘° 

Reciprocity as an element in th „ 
in degree and intensity according relation ship grows 

an the child. As soon as he begins ofthe Parent 
discriminate, the child has to maintainTV!- UnderStand and 

“a 2T7 a the more ™ 

. d “"^standing toward his parents. The wisdom of the parents 
should be sought at the time of a crisis, and at no time should 
t ey e neglected or treated with indifference. More details will 
come when we speak about “filial duties”. 

The pattern of siblings’ relationship is one of equality, love, 
and mutual regard and concern. This pattern also should allow 
some flexibility in order to meet the need of shifting situations 
with the growth in age and strength by the younger siblings and 
the decline of the older ones. 

This resilient network of domestic relationship which always 
assures cooperation in accordance with the needs, and 
both the family interests and the interests of the indlV1 jIy 
members are harmonized, could withstand social changes 
and survive shifts and upheavals. 

Factors Cementing Family Ties: 

The close ties within the inner circle of k,nsl “P ar herita nce, 
The cios ordinances pertaining to < nherH , e 

reinforced Is >^ e perso „al privacy . This is not the P* 

>"« ™ , n deial , bul „„ ^ 
to discuss tht * measures inculcating a greater sense o c 
attention to the ua , conce rn. 
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Frued and others may say. A couple that allows themselves 
Incestuous behavior can be nothing but perverted animals. 

The Islamic law of inheritance is complex; but the following 
are some of its relevant features: 
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Volue of Child Bearing and Rearing: 

overemphasized. Thehum^’Offspring!”fep 6Cann °‘ be 
manufactured in a factory or a labori n ° tasg00ds 
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! ° Ubles are han dled with patient willing care and 
fectionate concern. Some people marry in response to inner or 
social pressures. As for a responsible citizen, the overriding 
consideration in getting married and seeking to beget children is 
to satisfy his conscience and to fulfill Allah’s will. Reproduction, 
coupled by the intention to protect one’s chastity in obedience 
to Allah, is his primary motivation. He craves for children not 
for having fun, or in order to perpetuate his name, or to substitute 
the declining generation of his parents or to re-live his own 
childhood, but to make a meaningful contribution to society an ^ 
to please Allah by obeying His command and to be worth j^ s 
His rewards by accepting the burden of taking good care o 
own family. The Prophet, addressing the youth, said: ^ 

Get married, reproduce and let your number increase. 

And the Quran says what means : ma de 

And Allah has made for you mates of your own natur . 

Z you, out of them, children and grandch.Idren; and pr 
for you sustenance of the best. 
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ds what means: 

If they (the couple) are in poverty, Allah will give them meal 
out of His grace; for Allah is all-encompassingly Generous an 
is All-Knowing! QURAN XXIV, 32 
And the Prophet says: 
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Factors of Domestic Instability: 

There has been a deep concern over the deteriorating conditions 
of the family, manifested in a rapidly increasing high rate of 
divorce and a grave generation gap. From the above analysis, 
however, it can be gathered that the current disequilibrium stems 
from abusing the principle of personal freedom and the absence 
of a deep religious commitment. The situation is further 
aggravated by the daily separation of the members of the fami y 
during the school and working hours and the prolonged gap 
between the physical maturity of the children and their attainme 
of economic independence. 0 f 

Domestic stability is dependent upon the smooth w° 
the internal relationships within the family and thefu ai | S 
of the obligations derived from these relationships^™ js 

a degree of .‘T ™ conduct and unrestricted liberty. Moreover 
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^...ittcognitd almost about the time when they 
tame physically mature. Thus they were able to meet their 
sensual needs in time. Parents did not feel disillusioned in their 
children nor did the children suffer from a sense of insecurity 
ihatcould arise from failure to fulfil their parents’ anticipations. 

Tke demands of the modern age are inevitable. Yet, domestic 
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the names of th • He 8U ' des t0 the right * u' Bu ‘ ^ tells 
Allah. , f ! " ' he ' r Pamms. Th is **' C “ »•« ■«! 
brethren and ° no ' kn °'* the rag ^ “Unridw 

" ho does POI belong to you im°" SimP ' , means fc tab 
lm ° r ^ er U P without identifvin° CUStody in order to bring 
state or sensible system mav^h* ^ ° r her 35 welfare 

and should not automatically hf ,1° S “ Ch a chUd wiU n0 ‘ 
a real child under the Islamic t h ^ the same nghts as those of 
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Wm or her np .o ^StZ‘°' » 
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nf f ii j VCr -^ e mora ^ or legal value of the Islamic prohibition 
, U , .f, pPP° n may be, the acceptable partial adoption in which 
the child is not given the name of the adopting couple or granted 
the legal rights due to the real child is far better, safer and more 
meaningful. Recent research has revealed the traumatic results 
of sealing the records of the adopted child. The air of secrecy 
about their origin is repressive both for the adoptive and the real 
parents. Besides, there are other evils involved. Apart from hiding 
a truth, jealousies, hatred and disputes are likely to arise between 
the adopted person and the real children of the adopting parent 
or parents. The idea behind the secrecy; namely, to breake the 
relationship between the adopted child and his real parents and 
make him an integral part of his adoptive family is of no real 
In the words of a family law specialist, it is “merely 
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A child should be given a good name at birth; and should be 
iita <ood care of until it grows and matures. Although the 
iiiiiral parental instinct conduces the parents to treat th~- 
dUmkindly, Islam has established legal safeeuarHt 
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not only at home hm ’• USCd t0 p,ay f °ndly with the children, 
sat them on h , eVen ,n the streets * nd the mosque. He 

SoweZhL , ‘ P o m “ ‘ a,hem «™<* «. tt»» H, 

6 ° nde on his back while he was kneeling in 

prayers. 0 

A , Punishment ma y be applied to a child in case of 

disobedience, but it should never be too harsh. Parents should 
be neither permissive nor too authoritarian, but reasonably 
disciplinary, in order to give the children a sense of limits and 
boundaries and a feeling of protection and security. Overly 
indulgent parents give the child an impression of indifference and 
make him unsure of himself. On the other hand, authoritarian 
parents may strangle the child’s personality. A moderate course 
is always wiser. 

In bringing up a child, parents should help him develop a core 
«Ibn Hanbal, Musnod. vol. IV, No. 99. 


by hysterical nor stooping, but a calm reaction 

iliisteb 

(looses tht mi**..- r- 

Mt The Quran says what means: 

s We made you a nation justly balanced 


)0ping, OUL a wnil 

7correct the aggression. Islam is a religion which 
c middle path. It is opposed to taking an extreme 

mi nnifii ii/nof mflOflO' 
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And thus have 1 

QURAN 1.1,143. 
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Pleasure the cl >«0 should ! ,he 


° r with h#a ® c hild that a haK • e Case °f future ^ esanie 

* i,h 'he approacl^of ^[e 5 '* 00 'hea^^erotnc pl *'bn 

'he baby andT., f ^ Glve h ta what ™^"*®""* 
share in cl " „ "” ha " d over « m e 7 f* '» 

of if ', amng « an d clothing ,f n | h . aby ' A,so,e,h ™ 

* 1 e ’ ^ you watchineVo d f hlmorher,akec ^ 

educe the provocation of jealousy™ ^ may h °P efu,| y 

P £JZ7ZT n \ t0 ^ b ° rne in mind by P*™t S is that the 
Le Sto ™ fl ,S *Zy at WOrk ’ and therefore they should 
eeneraf ' tv! 11 31 "^1 be mainly living in a different 

, D e ^ reat Imam All, the cousin and son-in-lawof 

the Prophet, used to say: 

Do not compel your children to accept your manners. They 
belong to a generation different from yours. ,,s 
This advice was uttered more than thirteen centuries ago, when 
changes were not so rapid. It is the more needed in our age. 
Another popular word of wisdom says: 

“When your son matures, treat him as a brother.” 

Therefore parents should respect the independence of their adult 
ch.-iHren They should offer them advice, but should not seek o 
~£t23~ upon them, pmdcnhu, in m.,,.. 

personal interest. 

-- 7""7 ^jth"commentary of Ibn AM- I-Hadid.) Hatabi F** 

•Nahj XX, P-267. 

,967, 2nd. <*>•• 


00* u ta take good care of their children 
their parents with honor, love an 

"1-Imilmao-itta.y.ushonM wcship none but 
Him, and that you should be kind to your parents. If one or both 
of ttan should attain old age in your life, never say a word of 
contempt or anger to them and never do anything that may hurt 
them but address them in terms of honor. And lower unto them, 
out of mercy, the wing of humility , and say: ‘My Lord! Bestow 

mlnTZ* they had nurtured me in chiIdh00d ■ 

«^ed. Apart from this dutifuli^T’ eSpecia,] y the 
! tchildren have to bear th« r • U mora ^ treatment of f k 

" * r %iivetogeth er ora h hvin8cost °f their needy ^ 

^ b, cchiid regard andaff mpanie d bv u,m Ce of 
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hand > whe n th . — 

Wa y, tin, ' ‘hen m.L 1,y - Never nd sorrow als ° 

irue conJLT OUM ' d by rl„" ,s ' w fe» a*?£<** <* 

ZT Z °^ : ^Zz :L ^ 

^ “ “PM *«. Cft’ 


pearlier- In Ibis context let us also reflect upon 

gSt*-*"*"* 


,0m*. 

"P»” 10 iosood 10 his pa,! "‘ S ' 

ith trouble and she brings him forth in pain. 


When a person dies rmn' 

* ngs: a perpetual charitv tf m ° re ^ benefi( him except ( h r 
b»« co Mributed; 

Next to the conjugal fam i • f righteoi « child." 

comes the siblings’ bond^othl?" ??«****-lationship 
in a strong mutual responsibility S,SterS “* bound ,ogelher 

words in which he acclaims ,i! rna >' recall here the Prophet's 
good care of his needy si 6 n f | rits of a Mother who takes 

protection, moral and financial h5° k obligations of 
overwhelming fln H Cla] hep between brothers are 

Obl.w.w tbe Same is frue between sisters. Similar 

obhgattons are extended between children of the sibling. This 

no c oseness is also manifested in certain legal 
considerations. 

Further Emphasis on the Mother’s Right: 

Consistent with the difference in the role played by each party 
of the conjugal couple in bringing forth the child , the wife is 
granted a greater right as a parent than that due to her husband . 
From the moment of conception until delivery , she carries the 
baby always, till delivery. She may breastfeed it for two years 
or so She is never loath to cleaning the child and washing its 
Therefore her right over the child as a mother is much more 
emphasized in Islam than that of the father, as we may have gained 


a 0 i/,er bears him twin trouoseanu »..v —.-.— 

Mi the bearing of him and the weaning of him is thirty months 
QURAN XL VI, 15. 

Mi We have enjoined on man concerning his parents-his mother 
ters him with weakness over weakness, and his weaning takes 
wyears, saying: 'Give thanks to Me and to your parents To 
Me is ide eventual return’. QURAN XXXI 14 

Was a mother, the woman’s share in 1 
*»«< child is categorically assured WvT ^ ° f her 
■plexife of the law of inheritan ^ f h ° Ut goin S into the 
tacwds *Wch mean: " Is,am ’us read these 

* J*-«** njrr ‘"fen. fc is e ' S "°"«W 

<m a,l ver fer C „1 B r 'marr le ^ 


0 Uiep, f u s r eaH ** 

\ ° W l 9ce be „ 











Th 


,e **u s i ini p er y °ur CUsl l Phet s *d. - Nn 

. * Faf »Hy in its A St ° dy “nIe SSyo ^Vo Uare 

n Agajn « ( he bari, W ren, % * 

netw ork of r .i kgroun d of fh „ * ng: 

° f the fa mily as a w a ho i° C,al “‘""8. in 
numbers in +l- ft ° e 0utw eighed th^ !* he Interests 

ancient Arabia before Is]a m S “ Uation which Prevailed 
counted , ess than 

change. It has established the 7^' Is,am has brou * hta 
individual and insisted J h a,ueand importance of the 
Allah and his faith . ? t * S Royalty should be first to 
this framework the inf 1 C ° h,S blood group ' Withi ” 

his familv l, ;; ^' nterests of individual and those of 
e . a 6 ^ armonizec i in a fair manner to all. In 

nierica, members of the family were looked upon 
as economic assets under the patriarchal authority of the 
oldest male. Apart from him, the other members were 
regarded as of an inferior status with lesser authority. The 
need to cooperate and to coordinate their activities in the 
basic interest of the total domestic unit, on the other hand, 
and their concern to maintain the good name and the honor 
of the family in the eyes of an interested neighbourhood, 
brought them all in warm closeness, thus keeping the family 
intact and preventing the rise of violent disputes. 

With the process of rapid industrialization which led to 
a speedy shift from a rural culture to urban city life, M 
• order having lost its stabilizing factors, had to 

pMn ztwti’co^ ~ «»: 

give way^ re jj g jous spirit which was based on strong 

_ __ nTd., vol. P-25J. 

—- ^ud^Sunan. Beirut. 


I \\, 
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a fmm which values 

^secularism when the industrialized man became 
intoxicated with his power over the machine. Materialism 
^secularism have humanized the traditions and values 
vhich became regarded by many as man-made devices, not 
is Allah given gifts, and their changes or rejection is no 
longer feared as a case of a possible divine reprisal. The 
modern man thus felt able to reorient himself, and the 
absence of the working mother from home has estranged 

'Hirtl. ofchildren and after thevl U US t0 ^ before 

^parents, fa many cases this hi S , and se Parate from 
* Jjj instability^’ “ * resu,ted ® an alienation 

s *ting up 
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C'r cles ^*^,^55.5 
'« reu„ 0 i U 0 8 „ h d C “ up, «">ay pancom 

and inauirp ,k K n § hours, intemmr, h p eacb other. 

both in minne^ancTfndresT 1 a^v! mind ’ but observe to cy 
suspicion, and do not rf >f vold situations that may arouse 
opposite sex lre pnvate ^ WIt ^ a member of the 

dkt 11 rh n aW . a ^ ^ rom our homes elements that may eventually 

.. . Ur a PP lness - Let us not adopt manners opposed too ur 
ra 1 10ns, such as practicing amorous acts in public, dancing with 
a member of the opposite sex or kissing him or her as a form 
of greeting, or holding hands in a brooding posture. This is not 
Puritanism or isolationism. There are many other ways for 
diversion, for innovations and healthy entertaining activities. 

Let the pressure of modem life and its disruptive factors bring 
us, as members of a family, closer and closer together. 

Let us not be fully absorbed in our work and material pursuits, 
an H let us promote diverse relationships with the right company■ 

Let the domestic life always feel fresh, vigorous and fulfill* 

And let us not be discouraged by the prevailing conditions. Th 
• f discussed above are just manifestations of th 

disruptive^ ^ change _ bound to dissipate and give way to 

Em! calm and harmony. 


TOPICS RELATED TO MARRIAGE 
AND FAMILY 
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p ^^ , « cr «l v aJoes ^ 

° f **» oth» h,<,e Ws or h N ° ^ller h 

religion and ad ’ ° n tfle other h Sp ° Use main,, - y harn]f ul to 

in niy vieT d °- the faithof J '"«• e «Ch an ° S his * 

Wnve «^ 

r “ullm e from wl S c ^! ,y *° re »-« « ta a e £^,° r of 

r ««Hhi S action Pr '«™ tt™ 

of h her reU& ° as ■ Yet marriage is ??£° ratlon with «« adherents 

human interpersonal activities fferent f°rm ajj other typ« 

and involves the most inti mat ?' 1 means ,denti ‘y of interests 
constant interaction and fni, 6 - ype of relationship leading to 
involving other tvoes nf' , interdependence. Relationships 
goals can ^ n ° f J nteractions are not so intimate and then 


[ccessful, fulfilling durable 


ohnut to build a success 

* are abou<t ^ hos(iIltie s. 

Le, free ft* fn interfaJ( h marriages IS 


^^Td/S^rentiDinterfai-thma 

^oHherebgious affiliation of the children. Will they 

! "5£rt MS » « rf tt* <"0“« ? ,f 0^ agr “ 

Will folio w the religion of either, the other party 
uncertainly resent it and will later regret it. If they leave it to 
litcliild 10 choose when be becomes capable of making a choice, 
iinsld present a major confusion to the children and would 
yoroie competition between the parents as each would work to 
nfecMd to Ms or her religion. It may be added here, however 
in according to the Muslim law, a child nf a tu r ’ 

saMuslim at birth. A parent who sJf. ? MuSl,m Parent 




religious questions. 

should like to emphasize, however, that my concern is not 
so much related to difficulties that may arise in the initial stage 
pertaining to procedural arrangements of such inter faith 
marriages. Disagreement may occur, particularly because of the 
in-laws of the spouses, as to whether the marriage contract 
ceremony should be conducted according to the religious traditions 
of the bride’s parents or that of the parents of the groom. They 
may dispute, for instance, as to whether the ceremony should be 
held in a mosque or in their own church. From our own po^ 
of view marriage is valid wherever and by whomever it may be 
conducted so long as the basic components of its contract are 

fulfilled. Icta _ e when the excitement of the marrying couple 

At this uuti . ’ leasant realities involved, we should thin* 

may blind them to P marria ge itself. Our concern Should 
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c °vered 

As fo r 


that mifih f ' Ha " 10n is free 7"* n 

af,er Ih 'r hi* di '“- ° m 


>Se ethe 


[h ' 8er «n0 closer 1“"'" a "« “f 1 «*. *'”« 

accordingly Thi? • made and the 

of:.he c„„i : ,S C f r “? «* be “ «* 

1 harm and the da I 

petting which most often leadfto f™ 8 ^ feSU,t from premarital : 
and unwanted pregnancy harrii ornJc ation and insemination 
other hand, social^£5 T^ t01be ' 50,1,1 
between ore-maritai • * ^ as cast doubt on the relationship 

in marriaee It h T er ^° urse the ra *e of sexual adjustment 

had nrp v as a so been found that couples who have not 
ad pre-mantal intercourse have a better chance to attain overall 
marital success than do those couples who have had pre-marital 
relations .We may add here that in Islam, an intercourse between 
unmarried couples, be it pre-marital or post-marital, is denoted 
by the same term, zina, and is a severely punishable grave sin■ 
However, the meaningful relationship which needs to be built 
between a couple is not merely of the type of sensual gratification, 
which in fact is all that a pre-marital petting and sensuality may 
achieve. More significantly, the conjugal relationship involves 
durable sentiments and mutuaJ responsibilities which can only 


. ten mutually committed through 


. “daring” is assumed by those who advocate 
marital need, having the function of building 
relationship between a couple contemplating 
^ e ”, we find the practice widely extending beyond that 
function. The custom prevails among many married 
people, Certainly readers do not need examples to substantiate 
iHsootion, but they may be a mused by my experience when 
Ihtrihe term “date” used in this sense for the first time It 
medium my studies at Cambridge. While I wac h ‘ 
mim in may room, an American m.VMi T .. b Sy 

Wedat the door inquiring about two • ea f ed m Mtary man 

. He M me that he h i ? a " ners 
Wo girls’ room . no(p . _ he bad slipped 


" ’ ” ... Robert O. Blood, “Pre-marital Experience and the 

-Robert L. Hantblm^d Robert / ^ (Qc(ober )9J6> pp J2W * 

Wife’s Sexual Adjustm • Engagemen , and Marriage. Lippincoll 

and Ernes, Intercourse". 
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'Wc«, Aentaiu 

agreeablei 

advocate th ' so<all«i «*, 

•'admons. In Islamic ^ ***•«.b, the 2g« 

been regarded a natural and wholesome ’ 3Wf “ Sex has always 
righteous act. In other 
couple has never been 

the contrary , lt has been considered a virtuous act and a 
category of religious devotion for which rewards in Paradise are 
promised. It has been looked upon as a religious experience in 
which the physical sensations are blended with spiritual 
absorption. It is so treated because it is the healthy way of human 
reproduction. It releases tensions, provides satisfaction and fulfills 
natural and psychological needs. It is a measure whereby spouses 
seek to please each other, thus strengthening the tie of marriage. 
Let’s read the following hadiths. The Prophet is reporte to 

have said : 

“When a husband and his wife look at hands 

will look at them with his merciful eye .™ when they 

their sins will fall away from between th ls . F „r 

engage in coitus they 

eVCry h mt P^aie ^huge as a mountain. * 

-r -the - ; SSTiS^S 

igaged in prayers, M> > ^ ^ knoWS the magnttu 


engaged in prayer- only Allah knows d 

When she delivers * ^ parents in Paradise 

stored f _ prophet praisi 


the rewards'stor®d^^^® ^^^^e^roplwt^^^^^^'to 

be made in this view * 
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tsi** ° 
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sinfu l violations 

ESS'Ci"-- 

““si .dull! i ■« 10 others is nonsense. 

Wing sexual pleasure outside the legal bond of marriage is 
grading and could be very disruptive, and children born out 
oMock are likely to suffer. Above all, illicit sexual activities 
constitute a violation against the divine law, according to the 
inland the Quranic teachings. Moreover, promiscuity takes 

°J SCX The .> > '' as “ re of sex 
% Of the soul And thi<s ^ *° n ? ^ esb * s Wended with 

* '*“»«' between an 
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sdeparture. 


how close these teachings to the implications of 
hodiths attributed to the Prophet: 


Means# 

whilom 


It is a rude manner of a man to proceed to have intercourse with 
his wife without first playing with her. 10 

Umtmyofyou fall upon his wife in the manner a male animal 
tdlaly jumps upon his female partner. Let there be a messenger 
No) between them’, (said the Frontier) w„ , ger 

'Watisthe messenger, 0 you Me« H W3S then a^ed : 


r» . —‘^ivrvi. 

for curing impotence 


improving health 


some for treating frigidity some 


Ind , • / andS ° mefor ' oth ^^ 

clues from relevant'oura 6011 ^ ^ teachin * s these authors root 
Peace and 

the Quranic works in II, 223, wlS, 2^““^ °” * " 




three 


Wces in a man. 


Cleaving 


for vmi . ’ > "‘uuucaa : ‘‘Your women are lillh 

? PT ? y ° UT tikh in whatever mirier you may 
, ey eve oped their treatment of the positions a couple 
may assume in coitus, covering all possibilities of simple and 
complex positions.® Moreover, these authors, taking hints from 

6 The Perfumed Garden, (Paris, Librarie, Astra 73), “Introduction,” P- tO- 
7 So me were designed for provoking stiff arousal, some for improving the 
size of the male organ and some were believed to generate warmth and 
contraction in the vaginal passage. A mixture of ginger powder and honey was 
particularly popular as a potent ointment. 

™ no point in going through the description of the methods developed 
t. o,.f hnrs Most of these positions can be found in the writings of western 
by these au • popular method with the Muslim authors, believed 

authors. However, deeper sensations, does not seem to have gained 

tn lead to greater joy ana k- 
currency in Western literature. 
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read s . 


reo'ver, oral sex practices 
some societies are discouraged if they should 
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it 0 S l 

0 carrot i n 
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ID 


■^t the end n 

should be fho , ng should ^ 

30(1 ^PPiness inj 0 ^ f °r gram^ both Wes 
me mber should pr e f ^ ^. lntend to re Pea ? J em «°°d health 
Finally the ~f re f era hiy be washed b?r ac,> the ">a!e 

ablution, preferaW ® ^ *° 80 thro “^ S £ en8ageDlem 
religious d^^^ately aft $ ££"£«* 

engage in a mandatory p °^ e r befcre either «* 

Holy Q Uran The rein vigoraf fread or cany or touch (he 
of this full washing at the conri”^ and hygienic advan(a s« 
Besides, itsea's^f"Z°“ Qdu sion of the sex act are clear, 
the couple from the Xpe ' lence > so to speak, and transfers 

Prepares,L **«* - 

A ennn Z ^ DOnnaJ 0Umate - 

time-exceDt th !!^, enga *' e hi the sex act any day and at any 
». . lme between dawn and sunset, on a day 

. ^ 311 during the period of menstrual discharge, 

s re gious taboo is limited to intercourse, not extended 
to any other activities or interaction with the female. Apart 
form the blood-polluted area, a woman is clean and normal, 
except that she is exempted from the obligatory daily prayers 
and the mandatory fasting of Ramadan. The latter duty she 
has to make up later. Resumption of intercourse is permitted 
on the cessation of the blood and after a full ablution. A 
wife is urged to respond to her husbhand*s advances any 
time he reveals his desire, but he should not be impertinent. 

On the other hand, a wife may take the initiative, as bet 
ole in this matter does not have to be only submissive. 


UllC fllAvivw w -- - . 

y w smearing the tongue with the excreted polluting 
sa iier. If this should happen, the mouth should be washed 
^wallowing the saliva. Furthermore, anal intromission 
is Midden. Prohibition also applies to all types of 
unnatural and unproductive sex activities, whether 
committed by couples of the same sex or otherwise 

' “ mched ™ in Islam, however, does not 
m that we should over-indulge in it or let it on 
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nf these practices. From earliest 
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educe those involved men a ^ C CVerysense °f modesty and 

worse. Moreover, marri ^ women » t0 an animal status and 
meaningless Path* u , a ^ C ln ^ ese circumstances is rendered 
such prachce^ , °, d ° f Chi,dren born to women involved in 

would fe I f C °? USC - ^ ^ ou ^t if the husbands of these women 
un " • ° Wa / d thdr Ch,,dren £he way husbands of 

unshared wives feel toward their offsprings. 

e sex drive, we may say, is like a sword with two sharp edges. 
Elevated and sublimated , it helps build happy domestic relations. 
Abused and misused, it is degrading and humiliating, especially 
to women. All extra-marital , premarital and ‘ ultra-marital ’ 
diversions and perversions are damaging, destructive and, in my 
own opinion, are incongruous with human dignity. Equally or 
more importantly , all these deviations are sins against the teachings 
of Allah and they invoke His displeasure. 

Researches seeking biological, genetic, hormonic, hereditary, 

s^T-%nlnaical or environmental factors of sexual perversion 
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iZ sharp perception and a discriminating conscience. 
I mil of the individual, as human being, depends on the 
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jtfgofhis ability to resist the evil forces and listen to the dictates 
ulmdmand those of his Lord. If we were to follow inborn 
glmtions wherever they may lead us, with no blame or stigma, 

,lamld then be the value of the virtue of self-control which 
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Itwe, unrestrained by his cons • P g,VCn t0 sen SUa] 

" hy a religious 
‘»»»account of the fact that m y , moved b y its instincts? 

^ZklT n h PUrity that ma » is regard a ^‘nst 

* w,Uwu '«' 

«fct|r».r e ° rt Obl 






waving... 

^art. 




onate 


\ ’ 1 “ (,t Si‘> *o 

«> * 4 > °m, aB 

^ t,le fan,,,. ^ of 4 > u% 




' el »a,e 


SSrSii?* or 


‘ 6 Al-Sho ram. Kasnj u 


ic- <> 

‘ N,; 


o« 


Ho,. 




^ew,. 


dou 

5 * < - 






a fiai 


'Jist 


too 









-kk: 

Sex Practj 




w 'de, 

°utr a6l 


’"fro. 


Pu bBciiy I, J S so P »PUW >■» he „ 

sh °w s of v The wide Publip f ° ther tr 'm» 
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nd some responsible thinkers h* “ posed to certain dangers," 
m the area of sex so that thru h ,? M the need t0 educate lta 

One may question, however Thl r ff" “*° f 
a separate subject ’ rea va * ue sex education as 

is unnece«^ C 3 !f CCI ^ dlscI ^ Jne of sex education, in my view, 
unnecessary and to include in such courses the teaching of sex 

techniques is unethical and unbecoming to human dignity. The 
scientific value of sex education is taken care of in such disciplines 
as biology and physiology which are parts of the regular school 
curricula. To create a separate discipline for that in the regular 
school or in weekend classes would unduly lend greater emphasis 
on the sensual value of the subject and create an unhealthy climate 
of sexual provocation among the adolescents. Moreover , courses 
designed for sex education tend to ignore the ethical aspect of 
and pay special attention to teaching birth control methods 

‘The Sexual Revolution and the Young”, The New York 


rfrjJJJgM nd protects measures against sextl y 

I "“^particularly opposed to the teaching of so-called “sex 
J^es" to unmarried adolescents. When they get married 
litielligtnt couple by themselves or with the help of available 
Same can learn and create methods and techniques and settle 
mk methods and positions that suit them best. The teaching 
1 iixh details, in open discourse, offends the element of privacy 
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' awarelf:^/, ** 3 deep sense of responsible 

... 21 and a ke en desire to observe His moral 

religious code. 

This, ! feel, should be the regular attitude of the parents. They 
should inspire the child with the presence of Allah Who always 
watches over us and records whatever we may do, and the necessity 
that we should follow all His teachings, whether they pertain to 
respect of other people's rights or to keeping chaste, avoiding 
forbidden mixing and illegtimate acts. They should be warned 
against the evil practices prevailing in certain societies, because 
of which humanity is now bleeding and a dangerous threat is posed 
to mankind. Exploitation of sex and open publicity of love scenes 
should be checked. These are very undignified and dehumanizing , 

Sh J A no the couple to low animal standards and worse. 
and redu P comm iting a minor undesirable 

However, it a cmiu 

w , (July 13. 1975). P- 3. 
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am^r»tr»mo^* l unian inclination normally confines 

™Z ° ^ a ‘ lng , WIth J ° ne Spouse > a ”d the fear of the tension 
w tc ts ound to arise from bringing in a co-wife, and 
the financial burden involved, are safeguards against uncontrolled 
frequency of polygamy. Moreover, the Quran guards against the 
abuse of this liberalism by warning with what means. 

And indeed you cannot do justice between women, even when 
you are eager to be [completely just]. QURAN IV, 129. 

This Islamic liberal legislation, combined with the restrictive 
social and natural factors, as well as the stress on the principle 
nf Justice between co-wives, which is difficult to apply, has 
a -«i a limited and balanced flexibility which has provided 
produced _elling situations in which a husband has 

healthy outlets ,n ^mpf^ part with the r ,rst one out of 
.. ..i,. another wife but canno h _ 
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&*TJE£* ZZ**"***"** 

the right to legislate rules which may 
> 0,Sl0 !7tLe narrow down the degree of permissibility 
in the interest of society. No one questions 
ieroment’s right to limit driving to one side of the road, 
iJ forbid parking in certain places, or to prohibit the import 
itiport of certain items, or building above a certain height. In 
Hammy the legislature of a state may, if it is in the interest 
ftpeopfc, enact law forbidding bigamy, a law which may be 
,plMera war resulting in an excessive surplus of women 
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agreement, AiJah will effort h * Pe ° pie ’ If they both desire 
writ effect harmony between them. QURAN IV, 

They are to TonH ° U /fh ^ t0 reconcde the couple to each other. 

that mav a • r dUCt CaSC discreetJ y t0 avoid embarassment 
that may arise from the publicity involving private details. That 

is why each is to be from among the people of each party of the 
couple, or at least should enjoy his or her trust and confidence. 
The arbiters ruling should be binding , and if necessary, enforced 
by the court. If the arbiters fail to reconcile the couple, divorce 
may become then the inevitable necessary evil , a last resort in the 
interest of both parties. 

We hardly need to emphasize that the above procedure, in 
addition to religious disapproval and the social stigma attached 
to divorcees , has worked against hasty divorces. 

We may add here that although the husband used to hav 
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*" There is nowadays a growing tendency in Islamic 
m ’ mke divorce a state matter so that a coupie 
I divorce has to apply for it in court. This would 
I Either protection against hasty divorces. Another measure 
testy divorce is the prohibition, under the Islamic law, 
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Common La„ Marriage; the - fcnuta. 

to live together wirhnnf C means that a man and a woman agree 

marriagels W«te 1 oh! 3 ° r an officia *- ™ s W* 

some Euronean P nomenon ■ Although it was stopped in 
nfZfT Untnes and in m ™y states of the U.S.A some 

of the American states still recognize it. Where this marriage 
pa ern is considered legal, children resulting from it are regarded 
as legitimate, and the bond entails inheritance and all other rights 
and obligations arising from the regular type of marriage. 

The question now is whether this common law marriage is 
legitimate in Islam. Obviously it is not , since the Islamic law 
insists, for marriage to be legally valid , on a solemn contract in 
which one party offers herself or himself categorically in marriage 
and the other party responds indicating acceptance of this offer 
in marriage and that this unambiguous exchange should be m 
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• e without a license might lead 
e - Yet 3 Ttofhe couple, to their children and 
iZ urges the state to introduce legislat.cn 
“■""the activities and interactions of its citizens as may e 
f in their best interests. Nowadays, governments of 
,iJj!c<mntries have adopted regulatory marriage laws; and 
* United States a marrying couple must obtain a marriage 
' 0 from the competent local authorities. The form of the 
jh, in wording, its contents and its duration vary from state 
i,m. However, a license authorizes the officiating person, a 
ihgmaii or otherwise, to conduct the ceremony of the marriage 
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' as for you. QURAN XV/I, 31. 

As we know iawfui°fert//’ 7 d,Sagree with this exaggerated view, 
number of sTC fe f ^tion of the ovum depends upon a 

include m P ’ nC ° f WhlCh ,S a mandator y obligation. These 
elude marriage, intercourse, and continuaton of it till 

ejaculation. Moreover, masturbation, which is a deliberate waste 
o the fertilizing force, is said to be permissible when fornication 
is otherwise feared, according to some jurists. General prohibition 
conflicts with these realities. 

To summarise we may say that the practice of birth 
control,apart from the surgical sterilization method , is permissible, 
though undesirable, subject to certain conditions. Both parties, 
husband and wife, should mutually agree to it. Moreover, the 
method they adopt should not entail a physical or psychological 
damage to either party. In addition, their intention should be 
a . . , j c hnrt the practice of birth control may be tolerated 
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f,"He continuation of pregnancy constitutes a real threat to 
I,lift of the expectant mother is abortion permitted. Then 
giad of losing two lives we are saving the fuller and already 
f 0 life of the mother. 

If*jurists, however, make a difference between an abortion 
kit/ the early four months of pergnancy and an abortion 
itrfrmd during the later period. They believe tho, ,7 ° '°° 
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findings resulting from the «t, h ,s ® usfained ^ anthropologicaJ 
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sex equality ”” “" s,<fe "<>fc *W~ of * 

. . ems that prejudices against women started in “civilized” 
s ocie les w en the need for the woman ’s labor became less, and 
greater importance was attached to male children for their greater 
economic value. Worse prejudices struck deep roots when man 
began to build up kingdoms and vast empires based on military 
conquests which called for the promotion of the masculine 
ferocious qualities and condemned the gentle femininity & 
timidity, meanness and cowardice. The virile features of prowess, 
agressiveness, strength and fearlessness were praised and sung as 
noble and generous virtues; whereas the softer, sympathetic 
tendencies were criticized as ugly, feminine-like and shameful 
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prejudiced against the gentle half of His creatures. 
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Is Jam, which appeared fourteen centuries ago, simply and 
effectively restored the birthright of women to equality whith men. 
It extirpated the old prejudices against women. It exonerated Eve 
from the responsibility of Adma’s fall. The Quran tells us that 
both Eve and Adam were equally under the divine order not to 
eat from a certain tree. It also tells that they both were seduced 
by Satan. They both sinned. They were both equally blamed and 
expelled from the Garden. And they together repented unto Allah 
Let us listen to their story in the words of the Quran which mean 


fp in the Garden , and enjoy its good 

as you m > ^ Satan to whisper suggestions 

tofderubringopenly before their minds all their shame 
j teen hidden from them. He said: ‘Your Lord only 
Zieyou this tree lest you should become angels or such beings 
ulirt forever. ’ And he swore to them that he was advising them 
sternly. So by deceit he brought about their fall. When they 
usid of the tree their shame became manifest to them and they 
tflintosewtogether the leaves of the Garden over their bodies 
Meir Lord called unto them: ‘Did I not forbid you both that 
m. tod tell you both that Satan was an avn»,J 
'»• n ‘f said, ‘Our Lord! We have wron w 
Won forgive us not and bestow not ^ 0ur 0Wn souls. 

fe C ^ UP0 " US Mercy, surely 

nt^r-' 9 - 23 

1 an< * XX, IIS-122) 

**» 

•ed 


L'm 


_ _ \\ ’°v 
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1 See , for example , Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, V,p. 27 lb. 

and Co., Inc. I960, pp- 


*'»«»),![ ,,IJ ' of h Hcr fight lo Jec,e d 
•Sit r T al ° a aoo d 

CS,, an<, l>rcl,'"**Oo ( | 

*» ind ' Sed sre a , 
* ** 

*N ,>£>%. o r ' r fa 'v 


n 


V 0|».fV-atci^ctis! 811 e, lter epen( iei] ( ' 3d °Pt 


tied 

ad <W 



116 















p cs*' sl,ed0 «» 0 , 

Srs ■StKx-RSsS'i 


c °ns ei 


ntto: 




St °PPed. Marria rCgard for herl n£ [ thein herit a r Ude S n8 

^° n ju ga j relation®! Was Elated on') Were cond ° fan,a,, ’‘ 
harmony an h u hlp Wa « organ!, ! 3 fa * legal L ^ W 
fu Jfillment of m PPiness - and * ! d «* a - * 
right fr. ,° f the s Pouses tci to prov <de f 0r e fn Prom ° ({ 

«8ftt to inheritance ! Is,am also estah. ! fic,ems ">ooth 

h h ,S mot her, his sister or of the dec^ ^ WOn,an ’ s 

sv lu a ^ ment of a dowery ' S n Wldow >also g av e hj!"!£* p—'«>• gs over financial matters 

ymbohc of respect for her by her «roo m J? ° j a,otepo " slWe for most domestic upheavals. If the wife 
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^ or not, ^ dinordern ^ t t0 n°e maintenance of her 
^Sif shesh0U a bC d the wst of their education is also 
* is not a harmful inequality 

To make a wife kgaUy responslb e 
T maintenance would be an unfair burden on women, 

, y not be able to afford it. It may also undermine 
riial success and domestic harmony. To make 
kr husband, equally responsible for the cost of the 
mMI mold very likely lead to harmful disputes and chronic 
■jiimdings. Misunderstandings over financial matters 


. casein some societies n*™. ^ PU ! slonorabduc "°na S was 

m pride of winning their bridlTT abs Used t0 sin « P°™ 

above, fair-minded wntcers ll Vm ^ In the ,ight of 
true liberator of women gd IS 3m and lts Prophet as the 

in rer+a’ n ar eas > however, Islam has allowed some differences 
. ^ responsibilities of men and women, consistent 

W1 t eir different biological and psychological makeup. 
Reference to some of these differences was made earlier, but let 
us recapitulate them here in the context of women’s liberation. 

Under the law of Islam, a woman is granted relief of certain 
religious duties such as prayers and fasting during the postnatal 
period and the period of menstruation. During pilgrimage in 
Mecca, while a man discards his regular clothes for two unseamed 
pieces of cloth wrapped around his body , a woman maintains 
her regular full dress leaving only her face and the palms of & 
hands uncovered. These religious exemptions which are obvious y 
consistent with the women’s female nature and needs are adeq 

reliefs, not prejudiced inequality. 

r»f fhe wife, even when she is earning , is t 

Maintenance of the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (0 

responsibility o waiting period she has to observe before 

her support during ^ arry order to determine whethe 
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det"" ctti Mai® thl . wife ieg a f woih e0 ’ 


•*^ e dbeab' etoa Tlstichati« ony nst 0 f the 

<3i*— f01 ‘^lodchronf: 

l0# ridwou\dvety"" J deistanding8 ov ls _ lf the wife 

jiswidetstaudings- domestic «P hoUse hold under 

^tobetesponsibleform ^ q{ the housen 

rtiuovotanteet ®V s " a ° ^ quarre ls would ** reQ 
Mtmt *on,ioomfoi^ q ote a better relationship, 
lilad,ho voluntary " e 'p ork t hat man should be 

Has also remarked earUer t formulates its poUcy . 

totted ol the household, the captain who formulates us P > 

Hus does not mean that he should do so alone, or be 
arbitrarily or tyrannically. It does not imply superiority or greater 
merit. It should be a loving sympathetic authority, and a 
cooperative and shared responsibility. This conjugal 4 4 authority’ ’ , 
Kellis consistent with the rule which says: 4 ‘Who pays controls’ ’ 

Within this prescribed framework hZ^ “ eQUal 

^ritherr ovm pattern of relation^w u ’ Wever » the couple 

«®twu y 

r» r hat *»«> « 

^ rr " Wn8 






°f their special relation u- 

categories of women a SVStems wh 'ch deny Wn 
relatives, Islam recoeni "f 1 in the est «e of T * 0r so ^ 
daughters of the deceas^'n ,e ri ® h « of i "h«ita nC e,r^ d ”" 
and a„ his -2*2 

inher'it'ing * £ **-.**«* 

a father actual! C ° f each ' The brother is a husban <land 
f -1 ’ . • a y ° r P° tentia »y- As such, he is in charge of a 

iamily and is responsible for their needs and the cost of their living, 
in addition to the cost of his own needs. His sister, on the other 
hand, is relieved from all these burdens. Even her own cost of 
living is the duty of someone else. To grant her half the share 
of her brother when they inherit together either as a son and 
daughter or as a brother and sister of the deceased person is more 
consistent with that law. 

The position of women as outlined above, asserting t eir 
equitable status, guaranteeing their civic, legal and mora ng^ 
and prescribing a pattern of reciprocal rights and obligations ^ 
upon their functional differences, strikes a fair working ^ ^ 
which can operate smoothly and efficiently and lea 
equilibrium and personal fulfillment. 

Need for Women ’s Liberation in Modem Times: ^ 

The Islamic reforms were operative only among nat ^ w ^ 
communities which adopted that faith. Outside that P urV * un til 
old prejudices against women and their exploitation persis e ^ ceS 
recent times. Although the manifestations of these preJ eS 
assumed a variety of ways of ill treatment and different 
of oppression, the supperession of women was a unlV 
common factor. 

Even the reforms brought about by Islam had to react to, an 
interact with remnants of ancient prejudices particularly in mot a 
and social treatment, especially in societies where the coming ° 
Islam had been preceded by a civilization based on military 



id seem to have played a pan m uu» 

_sure and the growing sensuality and immoral pursuits 

ofroyality, their courtiers and wealthy merchants, and the abuse 
Md misuse of female slaves who were brought in large numbers 
fl °m all parts of the world, provoked unbearable jealousies among 
jwid stirred deep fears over the chastity of their own women 
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to go to school. The Islamic ideals pertaining to educuf 
somehow confused. Moreover, going out t ^ 
inconsistent with the ideal of women’s segregation m * as 
reached the age of adolescence, she was to stay at hoe,,'12 
to be seen by strange men. Even the mention of the name of one’s 
wife or a female relative was embarrassing. We heard of some 
communities in which women’s segregation was so severe that 
small girls who could not be restrained from stepping out of their 
homes were dressed in boy’s clothes so that they could not be 
recognized in public as girls. Even the coffin of a dead woman 
was not to be seen by a strange man. When a woman died, she 
was hurriedly buried by her close relatives before the news could 
reach the ears of sympathizers who might come home to offer 
their condolences before the burial. This shows how far local 
customs were removed from the genuine teachings of the fait 
and the practice of the Prophet. ^ 

The result was that the Muslim woman, in many 
a victim of ignorance and severe oppression. She di 
her rights under the law. She did not know that she a ^ 
right to choose her life partner. She did not know, an ^ 
know now, that she was entitled to stipulate in er heS ^ oU ld 
contract a right to divorce her husband at will, or that s ^ 
be informed of her husband’s intention should he ecl ^ ^ 
future to become polygamous, in which case she nug 
divorce from him. the 

Furthermore, with urbanization in recent decades a f 
relative release from traditional social pressures, it becam 
or men to abuse their privileges. They ill-treated their 
the degree granted to men over them, they di v 
ob aza rdly and some committed polygamy irrespons 

to be suffered by the first 

In Egypt { ’ h ® law - or rather its misuse, led to greater confusi 

of Obedi e nce" X ^ 1 P i e ' a humUi ating institution called “The HoU 
According to this , eveloped and incorporated in the law in l 89 J 
domicile could be f. W ' le who absconded from the conjug 3 * 
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mm’s Liberation Movements leading to 

Withthe revolutionary trends in t e mo ^ omen were 

..found reforms in the various aspects of Me, wome 
awakened to their rights and became conscious o cit 

and the artificial barriers in the way of their liberty. This 
consciousness led to the rise of feminist movements for libertion. 

Ike most vigorous among them was that which developed in the 
%. Mv particular interest in this mo 'ement, is mainly because 
::r~ «.««« in the Muslim world and on mv 
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VVe stern cm Fem, m'st activism J ° n and fe ar between the sexes 
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during 5 T ed Sever e ecU Dse ' ^° US Successes ** » 
l9 6°» s> .. 93 °’ s > has been Germany the Soviet Union 

m ° v emenr! 8nm8 “seif to vr , VlS ° rously reawakened since the 
'Ve shouM Ut revo,t an d to civil rights’ 

mater iaU stic ” 0t therefore be d • 

superfi cial ° nd itio n D f the ^R e,ved by the apparent good 
. ntiIt herecen? eSyexte «de d Western Ionian and by the 
”^ a Paciti es relf, aSt ’ the Western^ M pubbc b y her male partner. 

In som^ to financial^ 01 ” 311 Was under severe ^ 

h °uset hat of ber e R nstanc es, h er , J ransact ‘ons and property 
fixed a R Pt " r and a C hnn Cou *>terp art umit now less rewarded 
recover h!'°' *° allow m ren ’ s n Urse w ^ er dom estic role as a 
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,1 the Western nations. In the American setting, which IS Ol 

- 1 — remove many of 


,n ail the Western nations. In the American setting, which is ( 
grater interest to us, women have been able to remove many ( 
tiie obstacles which had been in the way of their selffulfilmeni 
Additional enactments have been made in recent years assertin 
mm’s equal rights in education, health and in public life. Yet 
they are still struggling for greater gains. 
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id he deprived of their rights of maintenance or alimony. We do 
not wish our law of inheritance to be affected, or to see ourselves 
impelled to abandon outlaw of personal status for the namesake 
of equality when it entails inequity, 
liberation of the Muslim . 
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the P p nUnityAct of 1972 h 8htS ^ atKady there “ the Equal 
qual Credit o nn ’ " e education amendments of 1911, ant 
Opportunity Act of 1974 <” 

e account 


wu *' Credit n’ : cuucat,on amendments of 1972, m 
One Opportunity Act of I974,‘” 

in tb e fem° Unf of extr ■ 

a ^ide ^ ^ovemp , - e/73is ^ views held by some elements 

an , mnia^ P f r,ence ' a We//” Sctl,a{1 y< who is said to be of 

An, “-' , u lateiy gro esf aWis/ied au thor and is described® 

w °nien toward th Woman > echoes the position of many 
n ^ moy cment when she describes ll^' 

iptabl “ f ~ m ‘ ly **-• e perversion 


A *"«na c 

^encan 

~"“ r **0X0 that —' — 

^ movement when she describes it ns- 

ma Jor fu^, 35 an alternwiv' ^ “ f °' in * t0 make 
and husba in the hn C lfe ~ styIe - Most women find the 

f eel.- Sbaad c 0nie /„ my sca/e o/va/ues ^/ami/y 

a/1< ^ ^ think that's the way most P e0 ^ c 

,es nj ri TT~ — 


- --_- mat's the way most 

v bid f0 ^«, ber 0 PPone ts or 

,b,rf ' ,974> **■ *». A Con «ae nt of/« Defe , r 

126 




3 

mm: 



liberation of the Muslim Woman • 

pS ht ,a,tCT Pw or Z Qasin > 
?^'«toC^' S ^'ioftt WW ' dmu rtof? raeding 

0 Wn °rgnil,i ' Women later en h ° Ugh h 's view ^ ener gV 

fc^onaj'. n the \y„ les s d ra ’ tb e f e . w and f nr . n»ev 
S %M fe9 % u nn,ent by th This < t,C and faT/ Sf htove^^ttig 

*"* s> or, llia « 

•C- ,f| otI a " e d a ° r th e ? f,e s. >l **®^*Ui w eSs er 

^..^ce, -^the,. „ u ; a acj ri; ' e ab l)t , t/Jev 1 ' v Oi>,^ 

\N,V 
°v ej . 


fi 








WXv M “ S,in > fern- 

fCet E * 

beB «*ed to [ eadi ”« 2^"® CaT>^»>« 
*ny oT' Cpos ''‘on l S ' am • On t m ” k **’>•* 

Parti ber pa * of t u 8 ypth *sbJ b ° th * hand /***, 

t^ITZ fr °" of CtVSi* 

Un der f«’ Cnch and ' " rece "t histnr,, ,° re ' gn influences 


SasSSaSSpS 

bur ^° derni « forces Wh ° le w °dd of / s / am ave 30 effect wrol e 
in C a,s °. especial,? C ° nvei ®'ng not 0 J! ’ °" theon ^ndmd 
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Is,am has deen, ^ Parts w hich for ^ unders!andin S ‘he 

l ^ e same SPf Py ,nst >lled i n t u m ° st pan are very similar. 

The earl ■ ° Va ^ Ues > the sa OU s °^ifs adherents everywhere 
remarked ^ CaI] for the C attitudes and the same ideals. 
the 19^ ear h*e r , came f rom Cause women's liberation, as 

* n E Sypt i n ntUry and who souTht" Wh ° IiVed the ,atter P an of 

ebrnate. 0n Uch a way as , Sht . to re form the general lifestyle 
tfl e fi rst . ® of these men ° SU,t fhe dema nds of the modern 

t0 PU C? fa, 'Cl? Rifa ‘ ah Tahtawi, a member of 

irf Cn ' s °f sem - Cr stU( hes in p enfs se ^ e °ted by the Egyptian ruler 

? w °rks 0 f? 3 " n « Europ ea ran f e ’ ' Wl ° on their return became 

* 2 S t/,OU « h ' & the country. Ooeof 
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'sSSSlSfi?? — for reform and 
foment. He argued against the continuity of the practice 
Mnmyvthkh he regarded to be of no more advantage but 


of polygamy wmen ne regaiucu u; uc iri nu mui c « 

Mually socially dangerous. He said that the Jaw of Islam provided 
k lie abolition of an otherwise permissible practice in the interest 
of tie community when it becomes harmful. He also called f«r 
' transfer of the right of divorce to the „ ” , C3JJed f ° r 

10m should be made available „ ° Ul1 ltSe f ’ rec °Urse 

Hie best well-known advocate of ? U3 y t0 wom en and men. 

,he remov aJ of Z ? In Cair 0 
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a street female demonstration protestine th P 
Bnmh occupation. That d m „„ stri , tio * co 

message by telling the world that behind the 1 S 'f nflcant 
intellectual awareness and a rebellious spirit bent Jontte 7 "* 
of universal liberty and human rights. demand 

huda Sha‘rawi, who studied the Quran during her childhood 
and was well versed in the Arabic and French cultures, founded 
the Feminist Union in Egypt in 1923. Her most tangible 
achievement was the removal of the veil which used to be worn 
in public, particualrly by women of upper and middle classes to 
cover the lower part of their faces. She had to set the example 
herself. On her return from a feminist conference held in Italy 
in 1923 she startled the welcoming party in Alexandria when she 
disembarked unveiled. Other women followed suit. The movement 
rallied support rapidly under her leadership and the pres ^* d 
to its side. Special women’s magazines sprang up ^J^Ann 
columns similar to the syndicated columns of Dear 
Landers. The questions now deal with the 1 the liberal 

young people tom between the old family tra too w0ine n’s 
modern trends, th>; problems of conjugal re a 1 reveal a 

fashions. The answers, even given by femm* f r0 m the 

reserved but enlightened conservatism, s e ^ f j s against 

dominating Islamic values. For example, t ey . Qn j n public 
easy dating but encourage them to seek pa ic ^^jveness 
life. The letters never reveal the type of outrageo 
we occasionaUy read in letters addresse ° | eranC e of be 
columnists, such as incestuous practices an 
suitors to one’s own wife. 0 \erf& ni wef6 

The early efforts of the Egyptian feminist m w0l nefl’ s 
mainly aimed at providing greater opportunities ^ for a 
education, gaining for women the righ to vote an s tatn s 

political office and the reform of the law of the per s ° 
governing family relations. . ce in 

The educational goal could not receive any real resis ^ 
Egypt, though it did in some more conservative countries alt 
it has now become very popular everywhere. In 1922, only 4 
students were enrolled in Egyptian Goverment secondary schoO 
In 1962, the number jumped to 100,000. The situation has steadily 
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1 althoush the university education has 

become an accepted pattern for girls, marriage is still regarded 
by most as the ultimate goal for them. The university is looked 
upon by some as a good market for picking a bride or capturing 
a gioom; and in some cases the girl’s university education is 
intempud once she has accepted a marriage proposal. This is 
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has been he Pers «tence of th ^ W ° 11 f/,ese “In Pakistan, 
indepenrfo C ° nfr, butj n p u e heavy veil, the Muslim woman 

that the Syw and Part ‘tion withl !r Serving her country since 
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out our religious duties or compel us to commit a sin. This is the 
teaching of our religion. It is also in our own interest to respect 
these laws. 

And you my dear sisters who have come to America to join 
your dear husbands. Having been uprooted from your home 
climate, 1 know you have to go through a difficult period of 
adjustment, not only to the moods and habits of your husband 
but also to the American climate, a climate of great pressures and 
strains in spite of its liberalism and riches. Believe me these strains 
and pressures relate to your husband as they do to you. So please 
be patient and understanding. 1 know your husband may leave 
you alone at home to go to work, and you will miss the company 
of your family and your neighborhood at home. Please never feel 
lonely or bored. Anybody can feel lonely, if he wishes, even when 
he is in a crowded street, and can feel great even alone in a desert. 
That depends upon your mind. Seek to find a job or engage your 
mind in something useful. You always have Allah in your 
company. Inevitably your husband will see girls in the course o 
his work in his office, in his factory, in his clinic or wherever 
he happens to be. Be not overly jealous, and give not in to Satanic 
suspicions. Keep in good shape to please him and to attract un 
If your heart labors under a heavy burden of evil thoughts, un 0 ^ 
it to your husband quietly and pleasantly. You will find him more 
sympathetic. He will shower great love upon you. Seek not 
show off that you are progressive or a liberated woman y 
imitating manners or seeking glamour incompatible with you 
traditional values. It demeans you. Your liberation is in y° ur 
mind. 
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The internationally ^ing^e 

tt» of women throughout the ^ admira ble work 

The United Nations is to be commend ^ 0 f women from 

on behalf of women. Its concern over the posuicm 
.hetimeof its inception led to the foundation of a special United 
Nation’s commission on women as early as 1946. The United 
Nations’ specialized agencies conducted valuable researches which 
tow yielded massive useful data and led to enlightened 
"commendations that would in the most part benefit women and 

couUfcp^ 


e eU «vinat;_ n ’ Pto mc 




uTs V <>nu 0 >st * Iss t»e d 




eo ' ati Oha7 * Cal 


on Consent to Marriage Mini™ ^ 

Registrations of Marriage (1962 andT^sf' ? Marria ^ and 
Elimination of Discrimination against Woi’ 3 Declarati °n on the 
of Concerted Imerna.iona, 

Women, (1970), and a World Pl an of Act on ot 

some governments and interested parties may be II ' A “ h ° Ugh 
-ith the call of these instruments they Expose 

women, enhance their cause, define their rights and g We them 
legitimacy where they are denied. 

International Women’s Year: 

On December 18, 1972, the General Assembly of the United 
Nations resolved to proclaim 1975 as the International Women’s 
Year. The aim of this proclamation was to focus attention on 
the plight of women in many parts of the world and create a better 
climate for accepting the reality of women’s equality with men. 
The General Assembly urged that during the said year efforts 
should be intensified toward the fulfillment of the goal of equality, 
Promotion of women’s integration in development action and 
t e enhancment of their role in fostering world peace. Thus the 

° f ^ IWY WaS threefold: Equality, Development an 

In response to the call of the General Assembly a wide range 
SYttm^ C '° USneSS ^-raising activities including speeches, seminar* 
parts onvT n<i extlibitions took place during the IWY im m 
itself, Som e ^ orld * Some were sponsored by the United Na i 

official or^ Y itS various bodies, some by governments aa 
^ernments or S ani zations all over the world. 

and worn a , Slled co mmissions on women in then* o 
world. Invagina!^ S day Was als o observed in many parts o 
^ratnre containing ^ CaS Were enu nciated, relevant sdentif 
"T/ 1Cant .reveaUng data was produced, and 
MtwJ in Africa and t ^ aiIUn8 w °men in various areas wer 
fcmini^ i*T* 

** of much a dC M S do not feel that International 

at u lias diven^ 1 ’ and some even see it as a curse 
\A2 ef forts away from working f° r 
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l0W,U> 7a conference of the Internationa W** ^ World 

Conference of Women sp0 " S V ddle of that year (June 19- u V 
ms held in Mexico City i of its kind ever to be held 

2 , 1915 ). The Conference wa aS 133 governments 

Wstory. U was also truly representative, Mg 
were represented in it. There were also delegates trom 1U 
intergovernmental and 113 nongovernmental orgamzations, in 
addition to respresentatives from 8 liberation movements and 23 
United Nations organs and specialized agencies. The total number 
of delegates was 1,221. 

Since the conference was a governmental meeting from which 
Persons with no official status were excluded a narallel mnf 
w a$ held simultaneously in the same ri.v S \ inference 
of discussion for experts on women’s »ff • lch P rov ided a forum 
Pohk. That forum was called Th ^ f ° r the interested 

a ' ar se aeena aea ^ s of govem *° ne r On Ml/ y<je neral 
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- : 3tent with our beliefs. 

Article 6 of the Declaration, 

- -: n the family. Section 
' ': of equality of status of 
the husband and wife”. Clause (b) of this section states that 
"Women shall have equal rights with men during marriage and 
at its dissolution”, and clause (c) of the same section declares 
that “Parents shall have equal rights and duties in matters relating 
to their children”. 

Equahtv of the status of husband and the status of wife stressed 
the Declaration apparently means the equality of riahtc , a 
responsibilities emanating from them. It akrv . 8 ^ tS aiK * 
^nial of the need for domestic leader^ . seems to imply a 
‘"congruous with the concept of en ^ “ ‘ f leader ship were 

Conlttic? m USe ( " 4) ’ °^mng m th T e he R COnjeCtUre » 

^P/ida^T ! eef0rthe w °rid ronf Rep ° rt of the 

of ^tariiyTdS' 1975 ' in ^hich * e l errenCe > ®/C 0nf 

organization ground / ed . Tk;. 


Apart from endorsing the World Plan of Action, the World 
Conference also adopted a statement which became known as the 
“Declaration of Mexico” and took a number of other resolutions. 
This Declaration reiterated the importance of the goal of equality 
of women and men, the woman’s right to freedom and dignity, 
the right of individuals and couples to “decide freely and 
responsibly” the number and spacing of their children, and the 
need for fair distribution of wealth among nations, respect of 
national sovereignty and the need for international cooperation 
for peace and the role that could and should be played by women 
toward these obiectives. In its own words, the Declaration 
emphatically acknowledges the women’s “Vital role in the 
promotion of peace in all spheres of life: in the family, the 
community, the nation and the world’’. 

The 34 other decisions taken by the conference pertain to the 

and include recommendations 


education 


idmirable and is consist 
, however, is in i — 
position of women in 
ises “the principle t 


status of women in various regions 
for the implementation of the World Plan of Action. 

As for the Tribune, it was only meant as a platform for 
discussion, not for making recommendations. Undeterred by 
distance and traffic congestion, some of the radical feminists 
sought to lobby among the official delegates of the conference; 
^f m ^ ers Emitted proposals for amendments in the text 
emn u • ° T ^ *^ an °f Action. These amendments mainly added 
emphasis to the meaning of the text. 

^Uunofcon on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. 

United Nafu^f™ l ° ^ ere w hh the voluminous work of the 
observations on ^ of women > but to make a tew 
1 declaration on tiT^v^ .^ C recommen dations made in the 
i ^omen.andintbeWo i^!! ation of discrimination Against 
ft can be regarded as 311 Action. These two documents 

ft Unn*d Nations on behalf 1 landmarks in the action of the 
■ 7^ declaration Jw u ° f W ° men - 

ft toetoeaof* 4 Nalions >n by the General Assembly 

ft 967 >'ays great emphasis on 

in most of its eleven 
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results of investigations and recommendations that might be made 
^ the light of assessment can be submitted to the proposed 
conference for action. 

The World Plan of Action is a splendid document which offers 
illuminating guidelines both for national and Internationa^ actions, 
tS where it deals with such specific areas as eduaction 
»4nutrition. ***"«««“ 
occurring in clause 112 under the section on the Family, whic 

read*. 

'•Household activities which are necessary for family ^ 
generally been perceived as having a low economic and octal 
prestige. Ml societies, should, however, place a hig er va 
these activities if they wish the family group to be I " al " ta '" of 

to fulfill its basic functions of the procreation and e u 
the children.” 

1 am also fascinated by the theme of domestic dyna *. n 
observed in article 111 of the Plan, and the call for the preserv ^ 
of human dignity under all conditions which ar ^.^ n g 
acknowledged and provided for under the law of Islam pc ^ 
to the roles of the spouses. By a role here 1 mean the unc ^^ 
the part played by a spouse for the welbeing of the socia eaC ^ 
the family. It is the pattern of attitude to be assume 
party toward the other, generated by the mode of relation ^ 
advocated by Islam. According to this complementary P a 
the role of the husband is not subjugation or authoritar^^ 
domination, but provision, protection, pardoning, generosity 
loving concern. That of the wife is cooperation, decision-sh ’ 
gentleness, domestic cohesion, tender love, devotion, elimina 
of tension and the satisfaction of the emotional needs. 

The World Plan of Action, which is couched in careful term » 
is somewhat silent on the subject of the necessity of the institute 
0 > which we regard not only as the basic indispensa 

unit of society but also the prototype of all human organization 
* lnduding the state itself. Neither does the P la 

on y call for equal rights and responsibilities betwee 
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to be mote aggressive a These differences are reflecte 

nurturing and more depen , ,t an d mechanical tasks . 

in the boys’ greater skill m ma interests 

ate generally more people-oriented. They are more skilled 
linguistically and in subtle manual works. When organizational 
expansion increasingly grew, the demure women, occupied in her 
patient, time-con suming traditional domestic tasks hesitated to, 
or was compelled not to move forward with the time to diversify 
her activities and compete with men at all levels. She staved at 
home, and the object-oiiented male had a V at 
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moral character of the act leading to these nh 

Compliance with such recommendations, i 

.he value of marriage and migh, open' 

corruption and abuses. greater 

The World Plan of Action also lays emphasis on family 
planning and on educating women in the use of its methods. 
Hopefully, the authors of the Plan do not mean to include resort 
to abortion as one of the measures, especially when a pregnancy 
is in an advanced stage. 1 also hope that the training in the use 
of contraceptives so strongly recommended is only meant for 
married persons and couples contemplating marriage. To make 
it available for unmarried youngsters unaccompanied by 
restraining moral training would be like giving an untrained youth 
a highly powered motor car without a brake. 

The above observations do not by any means scale down our 
appreciation of the great services rendered by the United Nations 
to humanity, nor do we ever underestimate its immense 
achievements in the areas related to the status of women. We only 
hope that the World Organization, which commands our great 
esteem and in which we have placed our trust, shall always, when 
it makes universal recommendations, take greater consideration 
of the people’s deeply-rooted traditions and values especially when 
they are so sensible and equitable. The experience of the Nor ic 
nations may not be of the same value to African and Asian 
nations. People’s needs, temperaments and values vary widely- 
Moreover, greater emphasis should be laid upon education rather 
than formal legislation. Compliance generated by the fear of t e 
law is of lower value than a virtue cultivated and nourished y 
greater knowledge. 
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t astlv th e family, in order to fulfil its noble function, needs 
an atmosphere of peace and harmony. This in turn depends upon 
the couple’s ability to adjust, to accommodate and compromise. 
Their ability can be greatly enhanced by their belief in the Creator, 
their awareness of His constant presence and their deep 
commitment to serve Him through compliance with His divine 
law. This commitment makes life more meaningful and helps them 
in their endeavor to adjust and in their pursuit of happiness. Their 
goal in life is neither exclusively spiritual not merely materialistic. 

It partakes of both. In their pursuit of joy and pleasure tlM 
believe to be fulfilling a Divine guidance. When they attaMt 
pleasure or success, they feel thankful to Allah. Attainment of 
success is not merely the fruit of their efforts, but a favor and 
a gift from their Lord. Their joy is generated not merely by their 
earthly sensations but also by their anticipation of divine rewards. 

To wise men and women, the desire to attain Allah’s pleasure 
is the central focal point, always present in their mind. Everything 
else-pleasure derived from marriage, joy of having children, job 
success, popularity with others, as well as failure, pain, stresses, 
crises, and all-are peripheral phenomena. Earthly life is a journey 
leading to a more worthy and a more lasting life. When a believer 
travels in fair weather or in storms, he knows his journey is but 
a passage to a coveted destination. Conscious of his worthy goal 
^d less sensitive to worldly failures, he neither despairs nor seeks 
P ra ctices. He learns how to integrate his crises 
his life $ 1 em n0t I ^ ect 0n re l at lons with others, particularly 
his thera^ 1161 ^ consc * ence * s his counsellor, and his faith is 
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jobholders, and as members of society at large. What makes this 
a special book is that it is not merely Dr. Abdul-Raufs own 
reflections about women’s rights, but it is an explanation of the 
Quranic teachings concerning this matter. The author goes to the 
source-the Word of Allah as written in the Quran, and it is with 
this authority that he speaks. Lest anyony feel that hie • 
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Allah gave them. In their modesty they find dtgrnty. They save 
their beauty only for those who actually care for them-their 
parents and their husbands-rather than entice each passerby. The 
Muslim woman knows there is nothing honorable about making 
herself available to just anyone who may look her way. She 
respects herself and on this account she covers herself. 

A large part of Dr. Abdul-Rauf s book is given to reestablishing 
the importance of building strong marriages-for our children’s 
sake and for the sake of society. First, if our marriages are to 
last, they must be Allah-centered. Only then will we treat one 
another with true love and fairness. Then we will help each 
other-doing what we can to work as a harmonious unit. We even 
have the example of the Prophet Muhammad and his wives. They 
loved him and served him and so he did the same. One of the 
most vived examples we have is that of the Prophet Muhammad 
tending the children, cooking, and sewing his own clothes-even 
with the heavy responsibility of leader of his people. Islam is a 
practical religion in which concrete examples of good and proper 
behavior are set down. Surely such an example set by the Prophet 
and his wives should encourage men to help their wives, and wives 
to help their husbands. 

Finally the book looks at the changing role of women 
throughout the world. It makes note of the progress being made 
in America toward establishing the equality of women, and 
compares it with European and African society. That progress 
may not be the same everywhere but a book like Dr. Abdul-Rauf s 
ou in icate to us that the first steps toward true equality for 
the a* WCre ^ kk®- Fourteen hundred years ago, before 
the ^ women were looked upon as the lowest of 

equalitv wUh ^ ^ them up t0 their P osition of true 
understand - TWs * S a tradition w e as Muslims must 

begun the nm maiata ^' Again, thanks to the author who has 
Community 0688 ° enliglltenmen t for all those of the Muslim 
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